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We are looking forward to our Summer Fete on 

June 17th. Governors will be in action on the Bottle 

Tombola—please come over and say hello! 

And we are always really pleased to be invited to 

see the children in the Summer Show and are look-

ing forward to the Y6 and Y5 production of Peter 

Pan on July 11th and 12th. Do try and support, even 

if your children aren’t taking part. 

It’s our Leavers’ Service on July 16th at St. John’s 

Church and we’d love to see you there too. 

Term ends of course on July 21st. 

Governors were busy with School Visits in the Spring term and we were all delighted to 

have an opportunity to speak to groups of children. The feeling was clearly mutual as the 

children needed no encouragement to tell us their views on life at St. John’s! 

Parent Governor Sarah Taggart and Co-opted Governor Helen Newman heard great en-

thusiasm from the children for the interesting topics that they get to learn about.  ‘’They 

wanted to tell us facts such as did we know all about the Titanic?  Would we like to hear 

some facts about Canada?  Did we know the difference in temperature from the Equator 

to the North Pole?’’ 

They had strong views on behaviour. One group were very clear that they would like to see 

the behaviour of a minority of children improved and they told us that bad behaviour, for 

example being disruptive or talking in class, was really annoying for other children.   

‘’It was a very positive meeting and we left with the impression that the children felt happy 

and safe and that they enjoyed learning at St Johns,’’ said Mrs Taggart. ‘’We really appre-

ciated the opportunity to talk to these children and to assure ourselves that they are hav-

ing a positive experience at school.’’   

We extended a warm welcome to  

new governors who joined the board 

last term.  

Jess Groves, our new Associate Gov-

ernor, is already a member of our 

PTFA and Reuben Thompstone was 

elected in our Parent Governor elec-

tion. He is the PTFA treasurer and we 

are confident these new governors 

will help ensure strong links between 

the great work of our PTFA and our 

governing body. 

Governors have been working hard with colleagues from our neighbouring schools—Holly 

Park and Friern Barnet School—to address the pressing issue of road safety in the area. Af-

ter a petition was sent to Barnet Council requesting a School Street, our Chair, Tony 

Vourou and Sarah Taggart attended a meeting with officers to discuss this. The council 

have now heard an official application and we wait to hear the outcome of a local con-

sultation. 

School Street restrictions are already in place around Wren Academy and St. Paul’s in 

New Southgate. 

Governors are really pleased that our programme of Community Partnerships is going 

strong once again. Children in Y6 help out at the Parish Lunch on Fridays while Y5 support 

with Oakleigh School visits. On Thursdays Y4 go to Age UK Barnet and take part in activities 

with members of our community living with dementia and Y3 are great helpers at the Par-

ish Toddler Group on a Tuesday. We really value these opportunities for the children to see 

life outside school. ‘’It works both ways,’’ says our governor Helen Newman who is also the 

CEO at Age UK Barnet. ‘’Our clients are delighted to see the children visiting and there’s 

always such a buzz around the centre when they come in.’’ 



Governors were very interested to read the Climate Change Adaptation Plan pro-

duced by Sarah Taggart last term. Sarah has identified some measures the school 

could take to be better prepared for the extreme weather we have seen recently such 

as last summer’s heatwave and the heavy rain which has occasionally left our play-

ground under water. The proposals include Shade and Rain Shelters and Sustainable 

Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) which would help to reduce the risk of flooding. SUDS 

work in harmony with nature and typically use features such as tree pits, hedges, rain 

gardens, beds for climbing plants and swales. These features have many other bene-

fits, including play opportunities, educational uses and improved air quality.  

We’re really grateful to Sarah for her expertise in this area and we’ll keep parents up-

dated on any developments. 

Always try to be a little kinder than is necessary  

J.M.Barrie 

At our first meeting of this academic year, Governors 

were allocated Link Roles with subjects such as 

Reading and Maths or year groups such as EYFS or 

KS1/2. Ann Jarero (SEN) has been in school to meet 

with Mrs Mann the SENCO and Safeguarding Gover-

nor Anthony Kuti has also met regularly with Mr Gunn 

and Miss Dobie. Helen Newman met with Miss Finn to 

find out more about Reading. ``As a keen reader 

myself, it was good to hear how the children are en-

couraged to enjoy reading for its own sake as well as 

to increase their knowledge. I saw how texts are se-

lected to tie in with an area of the curriculum, read-

ing a fun book about the ancient Greeks can really 

deepen interest in the subject and bring it to life.’’  

Governors established a 

School Insight Group earlier this 

year. Working closely with Mr 

Gunn and Miss Dobie, the 

group have looked closely at 

certain aspects of our school 

life. They have also taken part 

in learning walks at school 

which are a really useful way 

to see some of the things we 

talk about in action.  

Governors have also enjoyed 

the opportunity to attend 

some of the assemblies this ac-

ademic year. 

Just a reminder about the Annual Contribution—this goes towards the cost of your child’s 

swimming lessons and enables our school, like all church schools, to make its contribution 

to the LDBS (London Diocesan Board for Schools). In return they support building projects 

at St. John’s such as the new hall ceiling which will be installed during half term week. 

The LDBS is also planning to replace our gas boilers with air source heat pumps - a VERY 

costly project. Both projects will improve the environmental credentials of the school in 

ways that would be unimaginable were we to have to find the funds ourselves. 

 

Governors meet as a whole board five times a year and we have our final meeting of 

this year in July. Why? What do we discuss? We always talk about any safeguarding is-

sues, the Barnet Director of Education’s Report and any governor training we have been 

to.  This year we’ve also covered test results,  policies for review  and we regularly look at 

School Development Plans to see how we are doing against them. Other topics have 

included the budget—very important in these challenging times  - our school uniform, 

our pool and plans to improve our building. Please be assured that our first priority is al-

ways the safety, wellbeing and happiness of your children as well as our dedicated and 

brilliant staff team. 

We also meet each term in our subcommittees: 

Resources: looks at finance and staffing matters 

Wellbeing: responsible for safeguarding and our children’s wellbeing 

Standards: looks at areas of the curriculum and pupils’ progress 

Spiritual Life: sets the Christian character of our school. 


