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CULTURAL CAPITAL



What is ‘cultural capital?’
Cultural capital is defined as the accumulation of 

knowledge, behaviours, and skills that a student can 

draw upon and which demonstrates their cultural 

awareness, knowledge and competence; it is one of the 

key ingredients a student will draw upon to be 
successful in society, their career and the world of work.



What does cultural capital mean in 

education?

‘Cultural Capital', is defined as: "the essential 
knowledge that children need to be educated 

citizens" 
(Ofsted Inspection Handbook).



In September 2019, Ofsted created a new inspection 

framework that requires schools to develop their students’ 

cultural capital.

The importance of cultural capital

It is widely accepted that a person’s level of cultural capital 

is a huge indicator of how well they are able to succeed 

academically and engage in wider society. 



Cultural capital is about 

ERADICATING INEQUALITIES

• Cultural Capital is intrinsically linked to economic and social capital.

• Cultural Capital is linked to social class and as a result reinforces social 
divisions, hierarchies of power and inequality within society.

• The aim and purpose of education, we obviously aim to reduce and, in 
time, eradicate inequalities.

• Children’s exposure not only to culture but also to situations in which they 
might not have previous experiences is of paramount importance to their 
ongoing successes. 



The level of a student's cultural and social capital 

keeps at the forefront of our minds the differences 

in experiences that our disadvantaged children may 

have had. 

Although it may not be glaringly obvious, across a 

class there can be significant variations.



Well-informed individuals

As teachers, we need to ensure that along with teaching the 

content of the curriculum, we are enabling students to function as 

well-informed individuals well after they leave school. 

It’s a huge job, but without the guidance of their teachers, some 

young people have very little cultural and social input from 

elsewhere and therefore may miss opportunities others are able 

to access and make decisions that are less informed than they 

could be. 



“Now more than ever, the job of the classroom 

teacher is of such high importance with regards

to filling the gaps that students have.”

Adam Riches

TES 2020



Our curriculum is designed to ‘LEVEL UP.’



THE WIDER CURRICULUM

SPORT ENRICHMENT
COMMUNITY COHESION



We want EVERY CHILD to enjoy the time they spend at school.

We want EVERY CHILD irrespective of  individual circumstance to: 

● be excited about their learning and the experiences that school will offer them every day

● be proud of  their achievements, academic or personal.

● have a developing understanding of  their place in the world and the responsibilities they 

have for both themselves and others within the community near and far

● have a moral compass; to blossom in our care and acquire values such as integrity, 

fairness, personal responsibility, tolerance, respect, kindness and love for others.

● become the best that they can be!

‘A LEVEL PLAYING FIELD’……. St. John’s CE Primary School……. 

a place where everyone has a fair and equal chance of succeeding.

We want our school to be a level 

playing field ……FOR ALL PUPILS.


