St John’s C E
Primary School
Year 5 Summer
Term
The students in Year 5 have worked exceptionally hard during our Spring term, and have begun
this new term with enthusiasm and commendable focus. I have been impressed with both their
PE and swimming skills and we look forward to our final swimming lessons of this academic year.
The children are also continuing to work on their organisational skills and maturity in
preparation for the responsibilities of Year 6 in September.
Below is information regarding this Summer term:
This final term Year 5 will be focusing on one main topic: Groundbreaking Greeks!
Maths this term will begin by looking at decimals, Geometry (properties of shapes, position
and direction, measuring and identifying angles) and then finally Measurement: Converting
Units and looking at volume of shapes.
Every other Friday we will be exploring our arithmetic skills which gives the opportunity to
underpin their understanding of key operations and written methods, which they can use in
their arithmetic Maths tests.
Please do encourage your child to use the additional resources such as Mathletics and Times
Table Rockstars to further support and regularly practise their key Maths skills.
English will include firm focus on spelling, reading and grammar rules. Spelling continues to be
given with homework each week, and assessed on Thursday mornings. Spelling and grammar
will be revised during handwriting sessions and daily independent grammar lessons.
Students will utilise their developing literacy skills to write balanced arguments, to write
their very own Greek Myths, plan and put together their own Greek playscript as well as
write and record their own Greek podcast.
Grammar this term will cover: using commas to avoid ambiguity & using cohesive devices as
well as varying verb forms, expanded noun phrases, relative clauses, figurative language,
modal verbs and dialogue.
It is crucial the children read regularly: the more they read, the more they will develop their
vocabulary, which will further develop their writing. If you have difficulty in finding books
that engage your child, please do contact us and we will suggest suitable texts. We will also be
developing our reading comprehension skills throughout the term, focusing on a range of
question types and skills. We will also be tracking more precisely the content each child is
reading.
Wider Curriculum: Groundbreaking Greeks- This project teaches children about developments
and changes over six periods of ancient Greek history, focusing on the city state of Athens in
the Classical age, and exploring the lasting legacy of ancient Greece.
In Religious Education for Summer 1 students will be learning about Sikhism with our big

question being: ‘What does it mean to be a Sikh?’
We will cover:
\ What it means to belong to a community;
\ The key teachings of Sikhism;
\ The Gurdwara & Guru Granth Sahib;
\ What is means to be a Sikh and its link to Islam.
In Summer 2 our topic will be ‘Understanding faith in…’ which covers:
What can we discover about the faiths and beliefs in our class and school?
What can we discover about the faiths and beliefs in the local community and your borough?
How have faith and belief communities in your borough changed over the past 50 years?
What are the reasons for changes in these communities in your borough?
How do faith groups work in partnership with each other and the local community?
How has life in your borough been enriched by the diversity of the faiths and beliefs that make
up the borough?
In PSHE we will be exploring setting personal goals and how we achieve those, working together
and aspirations (both topics running alongside our Compass for Life work), personal safety, both
in real life and online and British Values- our big question being ‘What makes a democracy?’
For those who don’t know, Compass for Life is a new project that Mrs Horne has introduced
into St John’s. We take part in a range of activities, all directing the children to their ‘Super
North Star’- what they would like to do when they are older and what they need to do to get
there and the skills that they will need to reach their SNS. The children have been so
enthusiastic during our C4L lessons, and I am looking forward to the final term of lessons in
Year 5.
Physical Education- Mr Newman will be focusing on both Cricket and Athletics this term,
leading towards various tournaments and sports celebrations that are running for the first time
since COVID began. PE will continue to take place every other Friday, starting on Friday 29th
April 2022.
In Science for Summer 1, our Science topic is ‘Materials and their properties’. During this
unit, we will be conducting lots of practical experiments to explore different materials and
their capabilities. Children will be discussing why specific materials are more suitable for uses
than others, exploring materials that can be used to form solutions, reversible and
irreversible (chemical) changes and changes of states.
Music- We will be completing our final music topics of ‘Dancing in the Street’ and ‘Reflect,
Rewind and Replay’. The children will be learning new songs, appraising music from the Motown
era, composing their own music and performing their compositions. We will also be focusing on a
famous musician/composer, looking at their life, why they were famous and exploring pieces of
music created by them, while taking part in other musical activities also. I am super excited for
the members of choir to finally perform at London’s o2 Arena on the 23rd of May for the Young
Voices celebration and on Wednesday the 22nd of June at the Barnet School’s Music Festival,
taking place at the Arts Depot.
Computing in Summer 1, Year 5 will be extending their drawing skills to create 3D models
based on using the software SketchUp. They will learn how to make simple and complex 3D
models and be able to add detail and manipulate 3D models using a variety of tools.
In Summer 2, we will introduce them to flowcharts and how they are used to program and
control devices. They will be using the Flowol software, which includes simulations or real

life automatic computer systems. Children will be taught to build sequences of instructions,
control multiple outputs and structure algorithms with decisions and inputs.
Italian will continue to be set by our Italian teacher, Maestra Angelica, on a weekly basis,
where she teaches them via Zoom. They will be learning vocabulary about families, how old
they are (consolidating numbers), what they look like and personality traits, using these in
conversations with one another.
Other information
Changes to homework: Homework will be set on a Friday
from now on, on Google Classroom and will be due in the
following Wednesday. We will continue having PE every
other Friday and Swimming every Friday, Please ensure
your child has a well-stocked pencil case including a pencil,
ruler, rubber, red pen, glue stick,, whiteboard pen and
colouring pencils.
This term should, we hope, be filled with music, trips ,
dancing, new learning, creativity, sports and sunshine… a
perfect way to end our first full academic year in a long
time!
Miss Finn

