
Summer 1: Knowledge organiser 

Key books this term

 week 1-2
    week 3  week 4

 week 6week 5 

                

                  
                Key Vocabulary:
- Hibernation: a way that some animals deal with 

winter. They curl up in a safe place and stay there 
until winter ends

- Pets: a tame animal people keep in their homes as a 
companion

                      

                      Key Questions:
- What is a suitable pet?
- What are the needs of a pet?
- How do animals help us now?
- How did animals help us in the past?
- What is hibernation?
- Which animals hibernate?
- How can we make sure everyone feels welcome in our 

classroom?

          
               
                 
                  key Vocabulary:
 Farm: An area of land, along with buildings and 
equipment, used to 
    grow crops or raise animals for food or clothing
- Tractor: A powerful motor vehicle with large tires used 
to pull plows 
 and other farm machines
- Animals: A living being
- Farmer: A person who owns or runs a farm.
- Nurture: To care for and encourage the growth of a 
 living thing
- Life cycle: The sequence of changes that a living thing 
goes through as  
 it grows and develops

                   Key Questions:
- Which animals live on a farm?
- What is it like on a farm?
- What different types of farms are there? Animals 

/crops 
- How do farmers look after their animals?
- How are farms different from jungles?

                     Key Vocabulary:
- Sea pollution:  is a mixture of items (such as plastic) that 

gather in the ocean and have effects on the life living there
- Sea creature:  living things that live in the ocean. Also referred 

to as marine life, ocean life or sea life
- Mammal: A living being

Key Questions:
- How can we help take care of the oceans? 
-  What is a mammal? 
- How do fish breathe underwater?
- Where does plastic in the  ocean come from?
- How does the plastic hurt the sea creatures?

                 
                   Key Vocabulary:
- Endangered animals:  are animals that are at a very 

high risk of becoming extinct in the wild
- Extinction: is the dying out or disappearance of a species 

from earth
- Melting: Melting is the process of changing something 

from a solid into a liquid (like ice into liquid water) It is 
the opposite of freezing

- Experiment:  a trial or test made to find out about 
something

Key Questions:
- How can we help endangered animals?
- What can we do to help these animals and the 

environment? 
- Which animals are endangered?
- What happens to the leaves in autumn? 

                
                  Key Vocabulary:

- Minibeast: Minibeasts are 'small creatures', like worms, 
snails, insects and spiders. The scientific term for them is 
'invertebrates' – a creature without a backbone

- Habitat: A habitat is a place that an animal lives. It 
provides the animal with food, water and shelter

- Colour mixing: The process of mixing two or more colours to 
see what colour you can create

               Key Questions:
- What is a jungle animal?
-   Where do they live?
- Where are the jungles in the world?
-   How can we look after the jungles?
- What is a Minibeast?
- Where do they live and what do they eat?



Literacy- Reading and writing 

    Physical development

PSED

Mathematics 
We follow the white rose scheme for maths, incorporating numicon and number blocks to support our maths learning

Understanding of the world

Expressive arts and  design     

Tricky words: These are words that you cannot sound out, they have a tricky part- for example: said. The 
tricky part is the ‘ai’ making the ‘e’ sound.  These are the tricky words we learn this half term: come, there, 
little, one, do, children, love, said, so, have, were, out, like, some. 

number bonds 
We are continuing to revise our number bonds to 5 and 10. 
This is all the different ways we can add 2 numbers together 
to make these numbers. We are currently using materials to 
support this learning but we will move towards this becoming 
instant recall towards the end of our Summer term. 

Adding more and taking away 
Children will use real objects to see how the quantity of a group can be 
changed by adding more. They will also use objects to see how the quantity 
of a group can be changed by taking items away. 

counting patterns beyond 20
The children will have regular opportunities to count on an back 
beyond 20. We include this in our daily routines. We will provide the 
children with representations of numbers as well as pointing out the 
repeating 1-9 pattern when counting. Children will be asked to count 
on and back from lots of different starting points to help them 
become secure with this. 

building numbers to 20
The children will be encouraged to build and identify numbers 
to 20 and beyond using a range of resources such as number 
shapes, towers of blocks, beads and 10 frames. This supports 
them to see that larger numbers are composed of full 10s and 
the next part of a 10. For example we would describe 11 as 
one full 10 and 1 more. 

subitising 
We continue to provide children with opportunities 
to instantly recognise small quantities without 
counting.  We ask questions such as “ What do 
you see and how do you see it? “

phonics 
This year we began using a new 
phonics scheme called Essential 
Letters and Sounds. 

We continue to read phase 3 
words (decodable and tricky)
As well as say a sound for each 
letter in the alphabet and at 
least 10 digraphs (two letters 
that make one sound) 

Children are encouraged to  
re-read books showing increased 
accuracy  and fluency. 

comprehension 
 This half term children are learning to retell a story with actions and / or picture prompts as part of a 
group. They will also use story language when acting out a narrative such as once upon a time.  Children 
will learn how to explain the main events of a story - this might be by drawing pictures of characters/ 
events / settings in a story. 

writing 
We are working on forming lowercase and capital letters correctly.  Children will continue  learning about 
writing for a purpose such as writing cards, letters and using phonetically plausible attempts at words,. 
They are beginning to use finger spaces in their writing. 

AT HOME: have a go at sounding out 
and writing words using the phase 3 
sounds. Also practise writing 
sentences using a finger space 
between each new word 

Fine motor
 We are starting to see children use one hand 
consistently for fine motor tasks such as 
cutting, writing and drawing. We are cutting 
along a straight line with scissors and 
starting  to cut along a curved line, like a 
circle. 

Funky Fingers
Each day we will have an activity on this table that will focus on fine 
motor skills. Examples of this: Playdoh, threading, drawing, scissor skills 
and games. These fine motor skills help the children to develop their hand 
muscles and support their pencil formation.

Self care 
We are are moving towards children becoming as independent as possible in taking care of their 
needs. Encourage your children to dress themselves – doing up sandals, zips, buttons, belts.
Eating – using cutlery, peeling own fruit, pouring own water
Hygiene – cleaning teeth, brushing hair, toileting.

In play In play the children will improve their 
fine motor skills they will do this whilst using 
construction, doll dressing, IT and a range of 
other activities that will be out in provision.  

Gross motor Children use their gross motor skills to perform everyday functions, such as 
walking and running, playground skills (e.g. climbing) and sporting skills (e.g. catching, 
throwing and hitting a ball with a bat). We will practice these skills during PE sessions on 
tuesdays. In this half term we will be learning about dancing as well as developing and 
understanding dribbling using our feet. 

AT HOME: practise letter formations- focusing on smaller size and forming letters starting from the top
Pencil grips- We will be teaching the children to write using a tripod grip- (thumb and three fingers) please encourage this at home.

AT HOME: Talk to your children about ways we can 
be a really good friend. 

 

The children will be learning about looking after pets, 
looking after our Planet and  looking after others. They will 
continue to develop their friendships. We will encourage the 
children to show resilience and persevere in the face of 
challenge. We will learn about why we take turns, wait 
politely and tidy up after ourselves. Children will be 
encouraged to start to solve their own conflicts by 
negotiating and finding a solution. 

Music 
 Children will have opportunities  to listen attentively, move to and talk 
about music, expressing their feelings and response- dance to different 
types of music 

Role play  The children will be able to perform and 
role play as we add different enhancements to our home  
corner.

Art  The children will complete jungle pictures using Rousseau 
as their inspiration. We will look at African Art by Esther 
Mahlangu and create our own pieces. The children will be 
challenged to design homes for hibernating animals. Children 
will be encouraged to select the tools and techniques they need 
to assemble materials that they are using e.g creating animal 
masks

Construction The children have access 
to a range of constructional resources in the 
classroom. Including the introduction of junk 
modelling.

 

The natural world
The children will be provided with opportunities to learn about showing 
care and concern for living things and the environment  when we look 
at sea pollution and what we can do to help. When we look at jungle 
animals we will think about what can we do to take care of animals in 
the jungle and why animals are becoming endangered. 

People and communities:
We will discuss our class, our families and our school 
community.   We will talk about people's roles in society and 
people who help us.  We will also compare life in this country to 
another. 

AT HOME: Talk to your children about the world around 
them and their place in it. Read stories about different 
countries and talk about how different life can be. 

AT HOME: practise number bonds to 5 and then 10

Dates 
22nd of April: Children’s bookshop 
trip
16th of May stay and read morning 
24th of May (TBC) trip to Belmont 
Farm

Topics
Week 1: Jungle animals
Week 2: Minibeasts
Week 3: Pets
Week 4: Farm animals
Week 5: Sea animals/ pollution 
Week 6: Endangered animals 

Past and present :
  Children will learn about how animals help us and compare 
how animals used to help us in the past and what we use now 
instead. 

 word reading
Children are being encouraged  to notice if their reading makes sense and looks right. They are starting to 
think about what they already know to help them with their reading. They  can sometimes notice errors 
and know that illustrations can help them to make sense of their reading


