
 
 

FEBRUARY 2022 NEWSLETTER 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
COVID AND THE RELAXATION OF RESTRICTIONS 
As you are aware from Thursday 24th February 2022, most of the remaining Covid-19 
guidance was lifted. You will know from our communication with you in recent weeks that 
Covid has been prevalent throughout our school setting since December 2021 and many 
children and staff have been quite poorly with the Omicron variant. Key points to note from 
this week’s announcement include: 
·People with a positive test will no longer legally be required to self-isolate and routine 
contact tracing will end 
·Free testing will end from April 1 for the general public, including those with symptoms 
. If anyone tests positive or is symptomatic they are advised to stay at home – this will be 
reviewed on the 1st April. 
·The government will continue to provide free tests for symptomatic people for the oldest 
age groups and those who are most vulnerable. 
·People most vulnerable to Covid will be offered an additional booster vaccine from the 
spring 
·The ONS infection survey will continue and there will remain a strong domestic surveillance 
system of the virus. There will also be the ability to ramp testing back up in the NHS and in 
other settings if need be. 
Although national data suggests that the situation is improving we will continue to 
approach the run in to Easter with some caution as continuing and potentially prolonged 
pupil and/or staff absence makes the delivery of our ‘recovery programme’ designed to 
address ‘lost learning’ even more challenging.  We therefore ask for your cooperation as 
follows: 
· Children and young people with COVID-19 should not attend their education setting while 
they are infectious. They should take an LFD test from 5 days after their symptoms started 
(or the day their test was taken if they did not have symptoms) followed by another one the 
next day. If both these tests results are negative, they should return to their educational 
setting as long as they feel well enough to do so and do not have a temperature. They 
should follow the guidance for their educational setting.’ This is government advice. 
Additional advice from Barnet Public Health is as follows: 
· If a pupil or member of staff who has tested positive does not have access to a LFD test to 
check they are negative two days in a row they should be allowed to return to school after 
Day 5, as long as they have no symptoms for two days i.e Day 5 and 6 or beyond. 
· If a parent sends their child into school who has tested positive, the school can refuse entry 
as long as the requirement to stay off school for 5 days is in the school risk assessment. Such 
decisions are backed by the Health and Safety Act and Duty of Care. 
We also recommended that: 
· Close contacts of positive COVID cases continue to undertake daily lateral flow tests for 
seven days 
· Any asymptomatic child who tests positive at home on a lateral flow test should not attend 
school and not return until they have had 2 negative lateral flow tests on Days 5 and 6 
· Any child displaying Covid symptoms at school will be sent home and should not attend 
school unless a LFD test proves negative. 



 
 

While we cannot enforce the wearing of face masks and social distancing by parents when 
on school premises, we do ask that you consider this until the end of the spring term (Friday 
1st April 2022). 
 
Thank you for your support and cooperation. 
 
OTHER NEWS 

 
 

Limbering up for a borough cross-country race. Henry represented our school and he came 
1st. Well done Henry. 

 
As written about in the December Newsletter, Our Wider Curriculum, Sport Enrichment and 
Community Cohesion programmes have returned after Covid-19. These activities are the 
cornerstone of our curriculum offer, provide such valuable experiences for the children and 
make learning meaningful and fun. Our Sport Enrichment offer has so far included music 
and dance with Born to Move for the Reception class, archery for Y3, Taekwondo for Y2 and 
starting last week, tennis at Finchley LTC for Y4. These activities are subsidised by the PTFA 
and we therefore offer them to you at no cost. 
 

 
Y4 at Enfield Lock 

 
Our Wider Curriculum offer (previously known as our Creative Curriculum), underpins 
learning in the classroom through trips and workshops. This term we have to date offered 
Y5 and Y6 Bikeability training; weekly Coding Club for a group of Y5 children; a Y4 river study 
at Enfield Lock; a Gruffalo workshop for Y(R); a Y2 science ‘Plants’ workshop; a Y3 Volcano 



 
 

dance workshop and an outing to Celtic Harmony to learn about prehistory. Remaining 
spring term activities include: a Y5 trip to Friern Barnet County to watch a performance of 
‘School of Rock’ and an outing to Belmont Farm; chick hatching in EYFS with the Happy Chick 
Company; Nursery and Reception class ‘Spring Walks in Golders Hill Park; Y2 to the Cutty 
Sark, Greenwich and a Y6 trip to the Buddhist Centre in Bethnal Green. 
 

 
“Phew! This is hard work. 

 
Our Community Cohesion programme has been running for at least 12 years now and we 
consider it such an important part of the children’s schooling. Learning about the world they 
are growing up in is so important. Discovering that the lives that many lead is so different 
from our own; learning to value what we have and how to make a positive contribution to 
your own community as well as communities further afield is all about developing positive 
attitudes towards citizenship and therefore of utmost importance. At KS2 community 
cohesion has historically consisted of fortnightly visits to Oakleigh Special School (Y5); 
helping at the Parish Lunch (Y6 fortnightly) and regular visits to the Age UK day centre in 
East Finchley (Y4). We are pleased to announce that this programme has resumed. Also this 
term, with the help of Mrs. Becker, Y2 will make dinners for the homeless and the school 
choir will sing at a home for the elderly; Y3 will commence their visits to the toddler group 
tomorrow and the Y6 parish lunch programme is set to begin soon. We also want classes in 
EYFS and KS1 to adopt a charity – more news about this will follow shortly. 
 
More information about all of the above can be found on the school website within the 
‘About Us’ and ‘Curriculum’ tabs.  
 
I am sure that you will agree that these marvellous opportunities are so important for the 
children and that you consider them as important as we do. Please do not think that such an 
extensive array of supplementary experiences is commonly found in primary schools; it is 
not. It is possible because we have designed our curriculum to provide every child with 
enriching and dynamic experiences that bring learning to life. It is possible because we 
receive generous funding from your PTFA and the Friern Barnet Educational Trust and 
because the school prioritises these experiences and diverts funds to them. It is possible 
because you value it and you are prepared to make a termly voluntary contribution of £15 
per child to partly cover our expenses.  
 



 
 

Thank you for your financial support for these activities; we usually receive almost 100% 
contributions from families and we are very grateful for this. Due to Covid I am sure, we 
have so far received less parental contributions than normal and this has created a funding 
shortfall of £1410 to date. We will shortly send out polite reminders where contributions 
have been overlooked and would really appreciate payments from you. Of course we 
recognise that for some such contributions are difficult and in such circumstances rest 
assured that no child would ever miss out because of this. Thank you for your continuing 
support as without it these experiences would not be possible. 
 
This Wednesday is Ash Wednesday and the junior classes will be joining Revd. Dagmar at 
church for this service. Please confirm that your child takes communion by returning the 
form to your child’s class teacher and please drop your child off at church between 8.40 and 
8.50 am for a 9 am start.  
 
Thank you for supporting Pink Shirt Day last Friday. Assemblies that week were all about 
celebrating diversity and promoting inclusion. The children made a pledge to embracing our 
differences and standing up to bullying by signing pink shirts which will be displayed around 
the school as reminders of this shared commitment. 
 
BREAKING NEWS ………….. our school roll has increased to 243 (241 pupils AND 2 rabbits)! 
Our Y5 Eco-Committee have longed for a school pet (or 2) for some time and there seemed 
to be no better time than now! The rabbits, currently without names – more on this soon, 
arrived on Thursday and as you can imagine they are a big hit with the children. Once they 
have had time to settle in there will be a chance for every class to spend time with them. 
Pets are good for children’s emotional wellbeing and during these troubled times 
 
I am very keen to turn the internal courtyard, between the hall and swimming pool, into a 
nature area. It has always been a neglected space and with a little bit of imagination, some 
time and effort, it could easily become a fabulous space for both children, pets and wildlife. 
I am looking for inspiration and guidance so if this was a project which excites you, we really 
would like to hear from you! Please speak to myself or Ms. Dobie to learn more. It would be 
really nice to make this happen in the summer term. 
 
                                                
Please help to relieve pressure on the school office by remembering to send your children 
to school with everything that they need for the school day. The office is one of the busiest 
places in the school and the working day is so often disrupted by contacting parents for 
swimming kits, football boots and a host of other items which children have forgotten. 
Moving forwards we will not be contacting you for any such items and if forgotten it will 
mean that your child may miss out on some activities planned for the day. Unfortunate as 
this is, it will improve the efficiency of the office. 
 
We have a maths workshop at 7 pm on Wednesday 9th March run by the National 
Numeracy Parental Engagement Project. This will be an online event and we hope that as 
many of you as possible will be able to take part. The training has been organised by Ms.  
Dobie as part of a wider project involving the school; it is not a maths lesson nor does it 
teach any maths; it is focussed on fostering positive attitudes towards numeracy and 



 
 

provides tips to ensure your child approaches maths with the same positivity. It is always 
rewarding to see lots of parents at a workshop. A letter about this was sent out recently; if 
you have misplaced it, please contact the school by text to confirm your participation. 
 
Ms. Dobie has also introduced a signage screen to the main foyer of the school. If you haven’t seen 

it yet please look out for it on your next visit to the office as it contains lots of information and 

wonderful photos of the children (courtesy of Jules Fonseca). The screen is updated periodically to 

ensure that it remains current and of interest.  

In recognition of the fact that Covid-19 has badly disrupted children’s learning and as part of a 

concerted effort to address this, we have reintroduced early morning intervention groups run by 

our marvellous teaching assistant team for selected children and extended Mr. Brooker (our 

specialist maths teacher) hours to provide further maths input to some children from Y2 to Y5. You 

will have been contacted if this involves your child. 

Please note that Parent Teacher Consultations will take place on Wednesday 30th and Thursday 31st 

March 2022. These meetings will be face to face in school from 3.45-6.30pm. Further information 

and the opportunity to book your appointments will follow soon. 

Graham Gunn 

28.02.2022  

                            

“We’re off to get some bunnies!” 



 
 

                    

“We’ll have these two please.” 

                                

“Time to go to your new home.” 

 

“Just a few finishing touches to the hutch needed.” 



 
 

                                             

“Home sweet home!” 

                                             

“Hello world.” 

 

HAPPY BUNNY. HAPPY CHILDREN!  



 
 

 


