
END OF TERM NEWSLETTER 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Welcome to the final newsletter of the 

term.  The staff and children have 

continued to work hard and have enjoyed 

the preparations for Christmas.  Some of 

the events that have taken place are: 

Outings 

 Y2 visited the Little Angel Theatre 

to watch ‘The Storm Whale’ 

 YR went to see ‘The Tiger Who 

Came to Tea’ at the Arts Depot 

 Y1 watched ‘Ever After – A Mixed 

Up Fairy Tale’ at the Chicken Shed 

Theatre 

 Y1-Y6 Church assemblies at St. 

John’s church 

Inter-School Competitions 

 Netball match v Livingstone 

Intra-School Competitions 

 Y5 and Y6 netball tournament 

 Y3, Y5 and Y6 gymnastics 

Christmas Fun 

Our wonderful PTFA have also been hard 

at work preparing a Christmas Advent 

Fayre for the pupils to enjoy; there were 

games to played, books to be read, 

candyfloss to be eaten and a special visit 

from Santa.  Here are some quotes from 

the children: 

“I enjoyed doing the games,” Arney Y1 

“I loved the jingle bells,” Leah Y1 

“I loved reading the books,” Sofia Y2 

“My favourite bit was seeing Santa,” 

Teeyah Y2 

“I loved eating the candyfloss,” Gabriella 

Y3 & Isabella Y4 

“The games were great and having fun 

with my friends,” Amelie Y5 

“I liked the bean bag game, “ Gabi P Y6 

“Thank you for the best day ever!”  Hollie 

Y2 

And one from me… 

“The popcorn smelt amazing and tasted 

delicious!” Ms Dobie 

 

 
 

 

 
 

This week the children and staff enjoyed a 

delicious Christmas dinner prepared by 

our talented school cook Leila; the hall 

was decorated, crackers were pulled and 

Christmas jumpers worn.  A big thank you 

to Leila and her team. 



 
 

 
 

Sadly, due to the pandemic we were 

unable to put on our much loved 

Christmas performances again this year 

for the school and its community.  But this 

did not stop the children!  The  nativity 

plays are being uploaded to Google 

Classroom today.  

 

Be Seen Be Bright Week 

At the start of December our Junior Travel 

Ambassadors along with our parent 

ambassadors organised a ‘Be Seen Be 

Bright’ week aimed at promoting 

sustainable travel.  They conducted a 

travel survey at the start and end of the 

week as well as a festive walk to school.  

After analysing the results, there was a 

marked improvement in pupils walking to 

school by the end of the week compared 

to the start.  

 
 

A presentation will be uploaded to the 

school website on the Personal, Social, 

Health and Economic education page 

under the Curriculum tab. 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

Covid 

Just as we thought the pandemic may be 

drawing to an end, it seems that we have 

been plunged back into a rapid spread of 

the virus.  We have been very fortunate in 

that we remained relatively unaffected 

earlier in the pandemic with only a few 

positive cases; unfortunately however this 

has not been so this term.  We have had 

many cases circulating within our school 

community and in light of this we will 

need to review our risk assessment for 

January.  Once completed, it will be 

uploaded to the school website.  A huge 

thank you to all our families who have 

supported the  measures we have put into 

place.  As we move into the New Year, this 

support will be ever more needed to try to 

ensure that staff and children can 

continue to attend school safely. 

 

Road Safety Hero 

We have a hero in our midst!  Our very 

own school site manager Heath Jeffery, 

was nominated for a road safety award by 

one of our parents.  Heath is a dedicated 

member of staff who has devoted his 

career to the well-being of all the children 

that have passed through our school and 

we are especially proud of him and 

consider him most deserving of this 

award. 

“I would like to nominate our long 

standing caretaker of St Johns C of E Junior 

School, N11. Mr Jeffery.  

He has stood at the school gates, day in, 

day out for nearly 20 years, ensuring 

drivers park safely, that children are safe 

coming in and leaving school. He will 

direct traffic, speak to parents, educate 

the children and offer guidance every day, 

no matter what the weather is like.  

Mr Jeffery gives the parents confidence 

which enables their children to cycle, scoot 

and walk into school with the knowledge 

that he is tirelessly working super hard at 

the front of the school gates.  

He is a hero to many parents and children. 

I know I am sending this email, but many 

parents on my children's school groups 

echo my sentiments above.” 

Our congratulations to Heath for winning 

the Celebrate a Road Safety Hero award. 

 

 
 

New Appointment 

We are very pleased to announce that 

Claire Horne, our resident Year 6 



teacher/Science Lead/KS2 Lead, has been 

appointed to Assistant Head Teacher.  This 

will be on a fixed term basis for 12 months 

starting from January 2022.  This new post 

will strengthen and support the Senior 

Leadership structure. 

 

Dates for your diary 

End of term: Friday 17th December at 2pm 

Start of term: Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Church assembly: Wednesday 12th January 

– Y2, Y3 & Y5; Thursday 20th January – Y1, 

Y4 & Y6 

Y2 Taekwondo (Sports Enrichment): 

Wednesday 5th January – 9th February 

Bikeability: 17th-21st January - Y5;  24th-

28th January - Y6 

 

St. John’s Church Christmas Services 

Christmas Eve: 5pm Crib Service 

11.30pm Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day: 10am Eucharist Service 

Sunday 26th December: 10am Eucharist 

Service 

 

A Word from our Governors 

Dear parents and carers 

 

It’s been another challenging term for us 

all and we’re sure that you and your 

children, and all the school staff, are 

looking forward to the Christmas break. 

 

We hope you’ve all had a positive and 

happy start to this school year, we know 

how hard the staff have worked to make 

sure this term has been full of interesting 

and engaging learning experiences for our 

pupils. 

 

It’s been a busy term for the governors. 

We welcomed Reverend Dagmar to the 

governing body and it is very clear already 

that she will be a great asset to the team. 

 

Sadly we said goodbye to Beverley 

Anderson who stepped down after 12 

years on the governing body and we thank 

her for the contribution she made to the 

life of our school community. 

 

Tony Vourou was re-elected as chair at 

our first meeting of the year and Selina 

Wood, representing the PCC at St John’s 

church, was elected as vice chair. Full 

details of the make-up of our governing 

body are on the school website. 

 

We’ve spent time this term working with 

Mr Gunn and Miss Dobie on the new 

leadership arrangements which are 

working well and we’ve looked at our 

policies and processes, making sure these 

are all up to date. We’ve also been 

planning our in person learning walks and 

other visits to school next term which we 

hope will go ahead. 

 

There has been a lot of time, on Zoom, 

spent discussing the challenges presented 

to our community by Covid and it looks 

like these will not be going away any time 

soon. It’s more important than ever that 

we are thoughtful and considerate to each 

other. Mr Gunn and Miss Dobie are doing 

an excellent job in ensuring that our 

school is a safe educational environment 

for our children and our staff. 

Thank you for all you, our parents and 

carers, have done to support our school 

this term. It really is appreciated by us all. 



 

We wish you a safe, happy and peaceful 

Christmas. 

 

With kind regards 

St John’s School Governors 

 

Final Word 

Finally, we wish all our families a 

wonderful Christmas.  Enjoy the 

festivities, stay safe and we look forward 

to seeing you all in 2022. 

 

Macci Dobie 


