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Welcome back. We hope you had an enjoyable summer and are looking forward to the Autumn term. My name 

is Miss Finn and I will be teaching Year 5 this year. I will be joined by Mr Newman, Mrs Mansfield, Mrs Amoss 

and Mrs Grucel who are all very valuable and experienced teaching assistants and are looking forward to 

working with your children. We hope that this will be an enriching experience for the children. So far, the 

children have had a fantastic start to the Autumn term. Their enthusiasm, motivation and passion has been 

absolutely excellent to see as we start the year.  

 

In English we will be focusing on three specific units this term: narrative poems, biographies and stories from 

other cultures. We will be linking all of our work in English to our topic of ‘Dynamic Dynasties’ which is 

anything and everything related to Ancient China. Our whole class novels that we will be reading this term are 

‘Bronze and Sunflower’ by Cao Wenxuan and ‘Cosmic’ by Frank Cottrell-Boyce. We will be teaching grammar 

alongside our English work and our beginning topic is ‘Ready to Write’, which includes learning about the 

different word classes. Later in the term, we will be moving onto relative clauses and modal verbs.  

 

Spellings will be given out each week with homework and will be tested on the following Thursday morning. 

The spellings will consist of key words for Year 5, topic words and word rules such as: homophones and silent 

letters. Guided reading will also take place each week and students will do various activities to enhance their 

comprehension and grammar skills. We will explore different question types as well as practising real SATs 

reading questions. We will be sending the Autumn term spelling list home to you to have for your record.  

 

In Maths this half term we will be working on number and place value; number lines, ordering and comparing 

numbers, addition and subtraction. Next half term we will continue with graphs and tables, multiplication and 

division, area and perimeter. Students are expected to know their times tables and should be practising at 

home, but we will also be running a weekly Times Table Rockstars challenge to support this. I always extend 

maths lessons so that the children have the opportunity to access mastery level work every day.  

 

P.E. will take place every other Friday morning and the children will be taught gymnastics and invasion games 

by Mr Gunn and Mr Newman. Students will be expected to come into school every other Friday with their PE 

kit on and they will wear it for the whole day.  Swimming will be held every Friday afternoon with Ms K, so 

they will need their swimming kit every Friday.  

 

In Science this term, students will focus on Forces as well as Earth and Space. We will be taking part in many 

experiments and practical lessons, whilst also developing the children’s critical thinking. We will be focusing 

on the 6 steps of working scientifically- Planning an enquiry, setting up the enquiry, observing and measuring, 

recording, interpreting and reporting and evaluating.  

 

Our Topic this term will be ‘Dynamic Dynasties’. In Dynamic Dynasties, your child will learn about periods of 

ancient Chinese history. They will explore a timeline of the first five Chinese dynasties and learn about the 

legends surrounding the beginning of Chinese civilisation. They will take a deep dive into the history of the 

Bronze Age Shang Dynasty and explore evidence found in the ancient city of Yin. They will study oracle bones, 

learn about religious beliefs and explore bronze artefacts that set the Shang Dynasty apart from other 

civilisations. They will also study the hierarchy of the Shang Dynasty and discover who was powerful and who 

was powerless. They will look at warfare and find out how bronze technology gave the Shang Dynasty an 



advantage over their enemies. They will learn about the life of the great military leader, Fu Hao. The children 

will then look at significant aspects of life after the Shang Dynasty, including the work of Confucius in the 

Zhou Dynasty, the short but significant reign of Emperor Qin Shi Huang of the Qin Dynasty and the 

importance of the Silk Road created by the Han Dynasty. To end the project, your child will find out how 

ancient China’s lasting legacy can be seen in the world today. 

 

In PSHE this term we will be looking at healthy living, relationships, stereotypes, money and saving. We will 

also be looking into mindfulness and taking part in regular mindfulness activities to help the children focus on 

their own thoughts and to help them to feel calmer and happier. We will be also be completing sessions with 

the children on Zones of Regulation, teaching them how to regulate their feelings, energy and sensory needs 

to deal with the world around them.  

 

In R.E. we will be learning about Buddhism, the contemporary Anglican Church and the Nativity. They will be 

learning about the various traditions and make reflections from their learnings. Due to the current COVID 

situation, we do not yet know how the Nativity will be conducted this year, but we will update you in due 

course regarding this.  

  

In Music this year the children will have percussion lessons with Mr. Punn. During this time, the students will 

learn to play drums and other percussion instruments. We will also be taking part in our class topics ‘Livin’ on  

a Prayer’, which is all about rock music and ‘Classroom Jazz’ which will have us exploring Three Note Bossa and 

Five Note Swing. We will be listening and appraising many pieces of music from these genres and well as 

learning and performing our own songs.  

 

Computing this term will consist of coding. The children will develop an understanding of activities and 

software that can be used to create algorithms. We will be designing and writing our own games using the 

software ‘Scratch’.  

 

Year 5 will also be given weekly Italian lessons by a language specialist on Monday mornings.  

 

Homework 

Homework will be uploaded onto our Year 5 Google Classroom every Thursday and will be expected to be 

completed by Tuesday. The children will be set new spellings, a Maths task, an English task and then a 

foundation task of some sort to complete. Please remember to either attach a picture copy of their 

completed homework or a Google doc with their answers to the specific assignment on Google Classroom. From 

there it can be marked, and a comment will be made. Also, the children will have a Home learning book to take 

home where they can complete any written work and stick in any sheets completed.  

 

Extra information 

Each child has their own reading record which they will be using in school and taking home each evening- 

please ensure your child brings it in each day to write in when they are school. They are expected to read for 

at least 5 minutes each day and write about what they have written into their reading records. I will be 

checking their records weekly to ensure that this is happening. They already seem like avid readers which is 

absolutely amazing! 

 

Every two weeks, the children in Y5 will be changing seats within the classroom. It allows the children to work 

with everyone within the class at some point throughout the academic year, which is important in developing 

their peer relationships as well as giving them a fresh view of the front of the classroom.  

 

Even though the summer is drawing to a close, the weather can be surprisingly warm, and our classroom can 

get extremely hot during lessons even with all the windows open. As this is the case, could you please provide 

your child with a bottle of water daily to ensure he/she stays hydrated. This will also eliminate the problem 

of children leaving the classroom to visit the water fountain.  



Due to Covid, we will also be keeping the windows open at all times to allow constant airflow through the 

classroom. Please ensure that your child comes to school with a school jumper every day because of this- 

thank you!  

 

Can you please make sure your child comes to school with a pencil case containing the correct equipment: 

writing pencils, rubbers, sharpener, glue stick, ruler and a set of colouring pencils. Ensure equipment and 

uniform is clearly labelled.  

 

We look forward to an enjoyable Autumn term with you and your children. 

 

Many thanks,    

Miss Finn 


