
JUNE 2021 NEWSLETTER  

Dear Parents and Carers 

Covid: While we await an announcement 

about the possible national lifting of Covid 

restrictions later this month, it remains our 

intention given the emerging prevalence of the 

Delta variant to maintain the majority of our 

Covid controls through to the end of the 

summer term. There will be some relaxation of 

staff movement between classes to enable us 

to provide important summer 2 experiences 

for the children (sports days, the summer 

show, swimming lessons, etc.) but with these 

few exceptions we will continue as we are (eg. 

staggered start and staggered finish, the 

wearing of masks on school premises, 

separate playtimes and lunches and social 

distancing between classes) until the last day 

of term on the 23rd July (2 pm finish).  

Thank you so much for supporting these 

measures. Thanks to your vigilance and 

cooperation, our controls and very good 

fortune there has been minimal disruption to 

our plans and very limited closure due to Covid 

outbreaks within school (this has not been and 

continues not to be the case for many schools, 

including those within our locality). With the 

success of our national vaccination programme 

we therefore look forward to a return to 

normal arrangements in September 

A reminder that the final Staff Training day of 

the school year is Monday 28th June 2021. We 

return to school on Wednesday 1st September 

2021. School is closed that day for the first 

training day of the school year. Information 

about further training days are to be found in 

the 2021-2022 term dates tab on the home 

page of the school website. 

Lands End to John O’Groats Staff Sponsored 

Run and Cycle: Thank you so much to everyone 

who has sponsored our fund raising activity to 

date. At the moment we have raised £3,440 

from 56 very generous donations. Although we 

have now exceeded our original target of 

£2,500 after travelling 75% of our 876 miles 

target, there is still plenty of time to offer your 

support by visiting our ‘gofundme’ page via the 

following link: https://gofund.me/6d2522d3. 

We need to raise £100,000 for this exciting 

project and with your help we know that this is 

within our reach.  

This may seem like a huge sum but we are not 

perturbed and very confident that this can be 

achieved in the next 12-18 months. We have 

already had £15,000 pledged to the fund by the 

Friern Barnet Educational Trust and with your 

continuing support for our sponsored event 

and generous contributions from the PTFA, 

Governing Body and school funds, we aim to 

have £50,000 ready to go as we bid for an 

additional £50,000 from major charities such 

as Sport England and The Lottery Fund. 

This is such an exciting project which will 

provide the school with a first class facility for 

years to come. Thanks to the efforts of many 

our original pool, the brainchild of St. John’s 

parents in the 1960’s, has provided thousands 

of children with the opportunity for weekly 

swimming lessons for decades; we want to do 

the same for today's children and for future 

generations - with your support we know that 

this is possible! Thank you so much! 

 

Y2 Topic work 



Children and safe use of the Internet: It may 

surprise you to know that we spend an 

incredible amount of time dealing with 

problems that surface in school as a result of 

children’s inappropriate use of the internet 

outside of school. Do you really know what 

your children get up to on their laptops and 

mobile devices? Our experience suggests that 

many of you do not. Easy and regular access to 

inappropriate materials and videos, games 

with adult or teenage age restrictions and a 

host of social media apps which provide 

opportunities for very inappropriate 

exchanges between pupils of primary school 

age (often in the privacy of their bedrooms at 

night) appears to be commonplace within our 

own school community! 

Such problems do not now just happen at 

secondary school. You don’t have to start 

worrying about what your children are doing 

online only when they become teenagers. 

These challenges exist in the junior school; 

they are present now! Please 

 do everything you can to remain well 

informed about the dangers of the 

internet 

 be vigilant; recognise that children are 

generally ‘one step ahead of us’ in 

their understanding, use and 

manipulation of technology. Keep 

informed and monitor what your 

children are doing. 

 set parental controls on devices  to 

restrict access to inappropriate 

material 

 consider whether or not your child 

really does need a smart phone when 

of primary school age 

 teach your children to use devices 

responsibly and impose sanctions if 

they do not 

 only permit children to use devices 

when they are in the same room as you 

 remember that age restrictions for 

games and social media sites exist for 

a good reason; if you want your child 

to be protected from inappropriate 

material and inappropriate online 

interaction with others, including their 

peers and friends, adhere to these 

recommendations 

 establish good routines and manage 

the time children spend on devices; 

perhaps they can only be used at 

weekends and during  school holidays 

Please do not underestimate the negative 

impact that technology can and does have on 

young people. Of course the internet and many 

social media apps offer wonderful 

opportunities for research, learning and 

interaction with one another and we would 

certainly be lost without them, but our 

experience tells us that even the most 

innocent and trustworthy children are 

vulnerable to influence and negative peer 

group pressure to participate in activities that 

we as parents and adults working with young 

people would consider undesirable. We know 

this because we have to respond to negative 

actions and exchanges between pupils via 

social media (at home) on an all too regular 

basis. Cyber bullying, arguments, rudeness,  

put-downs; foul language, sexual language and 

insults between children are sadly not 

uncommon. These exchanges frequently take 

place at home but they become problems 

which we have to deal with in school. These are 

not our values and we know that they are not 

yours too; so please understand the world your 

children are growing up in, take a firm stance 

on your children’s use of technology and work 

with us to keep children happy and safe whilst 

enjoying the benefits of modern technology 

through secure and responsible use.  



Ms. Dobie has undertaken recent training to 

better enable us to address these concerning 

issues and developments. Information about 

this and workshops, training and resources for 

teachers, children and parents  follows: 

The Young Gamers and Gamblers Education 

Trust (YGAM) is a national charity with a social 

purpose to inform, educate, safeguard and 

build digital resilience amongst young and 

vulnerable people. Helping them to make 

informed decisions and understand the 

consequences around gambling and gaming. 

YGAM offer training for staff and workshops 

for Y6 pupils in primary schools.  During the 

summer term, teaching staff will undertake 

training which outlines the links between 

gaming and gambling and how to educate 

pupils in navigating the online world safely.  

Once staff have completed the training they 

will have access to the YGAM website with a 

bank of resources that can be used in the 

classroom.  It will also enable our parent 

community to have access to a parent hub 

which can offer guidance, support and access 

to training to help parents better understand 

the online world.  A workshop aimed at Y6 

pupils has been planned to run in the autumn 

term. 

More information about online safety can also 

be found on our school website in the 

Information tab. 

       

KS1 Skipping workshops 

As temperatures continue to soar, please apply 

all-day sunscreen before children set-off for 

school and provide school issue sunhats for 

their protection at playtimes and during 

outdoor games and P.E. Suncaps are available 

from our school uniform supplier, Braggs of 

North Finchley. 

In an attempt to return to some form of 

normality Sports Days will take place at 

Bethune Park (subject to the Covid situation) 

on:  

THURSDAY 8th JULY at 10 am – Y1 and Y2 

THURSDAY 8th  JULY at 1.30 pm – Y3 and Y4 

THURSDAY 22nd JULY AT 1.30 pm – Y5 and Y6 

NB. the staff sponsored run and cycle from 

Lands End to John O’Groats will conclude at 

3.30 pm on the 8th July in Bethune Park 

following sports day. All parents and children 

invited. 

Our annual Y5 and Y6 Summer Show ‘Robin 

and the Sherwood Hoodies’ will take place on 

Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th July at 7 pm. 

More information to follow. With good fortune 

this will take place in the school hall with social 

distancing measures in-place. 

         

Y3 Escape Room workshop 



Our PTFA AGM is provisionally booked for 

Tuesday 29th June at 7 pm. This will take place 

remotely with more information to follow 

soon. We hope that you will be able to join us 

for this. Our annual summer fete has had to be 

postponed once again due to Covid restrictions 

and an increasing R-rate with the increasing 

spread of the new Delta variant. All being well 

however, we are planning a September  PTFA 

BBQ. Further information about this will be 

available shortly. 

School Reports will be issued the week 

commencing Monday 15th July 2021. 

Information about the reporting format, 

content and rationale given prolonged periods 

of school closure will precede the issue of 

reports. 

Parking Issues: We find ourselves in a 

continuously difficult relationship with many 

of our neighbours due to inconsiderate parking 

and dangerous driving manoeuvres by parents. 

I ask everyone once again to avoid parking over 

driveways, on the bend of the road and on 

zigzag lines. I also ask that you do not do three 

point turns outside school. One day there 

could be an awful accident; the consequences 

of such are unimaginable.  

Many schools name and shame drivers by 

posting photographs of cars driving with 

disregard for the safety of others. Such photos 

have been sent to school. This is not a route I 

wish to go down but your cooperation is 

required if we are to avoid this. Please put the 

safety of our/your children first! 

Raising concerns: It is not uncommon for 

differences between children to cause friction 

between parents. If you have an issue which 

causes you concern then we recommend that 

you bring it to our attention as direct 

approaches to parents do not always make 

tense situations better! Never approach 

another child to chastise or express your 

disapproval; please speak to us in the first 

instance so that we can attempt to understand 

and do our best to resolve differences. Thank 

you. 

Graham Gunn 

Head Teacher 

 

       



 

 

 

 


