
FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents 

I hope this email finds you all well and that 

you remain positive about the future despite 

the prolonged nature of the current 

lockdown. Yesterdays ‘routemap’ out of Covid 

offers us all the prospect of better things to 

come and look forward to during the spring 

and summer months.  

We are keen to welcome all pupils back to 

school on Monday 8th March. We will 

continue to do all that we can this term and 

next to mitigate the risk of Covid-19 

transmission in school and this will include, 

alongside other measures, continuing social 

distancing, good hand and respiratory 

hygiene, the separation of class bubbles and 

limited crossing of bubbles by school staff. We 

will also persevere with a staggered start and 

end to the school day. More information 

about this will follow next week. 

Our curriculum offer will include a sharp focus 

on inducting children back to school and it will 

reflect our understanding of the social and 

emotional needs of the children given almost 

a year of disrupted learning. More on this also 

in the weeks to come. Please do not hesitate 

to talk to us if you think we need to be aware 

of any difficulties your child / children have 

experienced during this most difficult of 

times. All exchanges will be treated with the 

utmost confidentiality. 

  

The Stone Age by Maya – Y3 

Remote Learning: Thank you for your 

continuing support for home learning. As I 

have said before we do appreciate the 

enormity of the task you have undertaken and 

marvel at what you have achieved. Teachers 

and teaching assistants have tried to make the 

learning tasks as enticing as possible but so 

many of you have gone the extra mile to make 

learning really exciting and rewarding for the 

children. Evidence of this can be found in the 

weekly Treasure Chest published to the 

Whole School page of Google Classroom 

where wonderful and creative examples of 

learning are showcased. The latest upload 

presents the work and achievements of 40 

pupils; one of those children could be yours!  

Y5 & Y6 Keeping fit at school even if it’s 

snowing outside! 

 

Rearranged dates: Spring term parent 

consultations will now take place in the 

summer term on Tuesday 18th and Thursday 

20th May 2021. The format of these meetings 

will be decided after Easter, ie. face-to-face or 

remote. The spring term staff training day will 

be moved to Monday 28th June; this is in 

addition to Friday 11th June (a date originally 

set at the beginning of the school year).  

Curriculum Development: The Equalities 

Working Party, comprising three governors, 

four staff and two parents, has met regularly 

since the beginning of term to review our 

curriculum offer. The brief is wide and 

encompasses many areas of inequality 



endemic in society such as but not limited to 

racism, homophobia, religious intolerance and 

xenophobia. Work will include a review of key 

policies, guidelines for staff to address and 

respond to inequality, and modification of the 

PSHCE syllabus to reflect our priorities and 

commitment to ensuring that our school is a 

safe and welcoming place for all. We will 

share more information about this in the 

weeks and months that follow.  

Science Week: Our remote learning offer next 

week (week commencing 1st March) will be 

slightly different as it will have a strong 

science theme throughout. Our science week 

is always incredibly successful and well 

received by the children and with your 

continued support we anticipate that this will 

be the same this year.  Much of our maths 

and literacy work will be delivered through 

science (a core curriculum subject) and 

further details of this will be sent to you by 

Mrs. Horne by the end of the week. Detailed 

instructions of daily tasks will be presented by 

your child’s class teacher. 

World Book Day will be celebrated on 

Tuesday 16th March in all classes. Our theme 

this year is ‘Super Heroes.’ Further 

information will be sent to you very shortly by 

Miss Starodubtseva. 

Governors’ Maintenance Fund: It was 

brought to my attention this week at a 

governors meeting that contributions to our 

maintenance fund have remained very high. I 

want to thank you for your continuing support 

as we are heavily dependent upon these 

funds to meet our commitment to the LDBS 

maintenance programme and to finance the 

running of our pool and provision of 

swimming lessons. At a time when for many, 

finances are stretched to the limit, school has 

been closed to the majority of children and 

swimming lessons have been curtailed due to 

Covid-19 restrictions, we are extremely 

grateful to you for this support as our 2020-

2021 budget was set up in expectation of your 

continued funding. Moving forward we will 

continue to be reliant upon this source of 

income to ensure the good condition of our 

premises, the running of our pool, the 

employment of a swimming teacher and the 

refurbishment of our pool which requires 

extensive repair and refurbishment. We have 

exciting ambitions to upgrade our pool and it 

is our intention to seek to raise funds for a 

sunken pool. More information about this to 

follow next term. 

Staff news:  It is with great sadness that I 

report the death last month of Mrs. Inna 

Sweiry. Inna was a long serving class teacher 

at St. John’s and an important member of the 

team. Her contribution to school life was 

extensive and especially notable given her 

leading role in school concerts and 

productions. Inna retired due to ill health in 

2017 after a long and brave battle with cancer 

which spanned many years. Her indomitable 

spirit, stoicism and remarkable sense of 

humour was an inspiration to all who knew 

her and Inna will be greatly missed by her 

family and wide circle of friends.  

Graham Gunn 

Head Teacher 

23.02.21 

 

Learning how to measure in Y2 



 

Y6 Positivity and Creativity  

 


