
NEWSLETTER: OCTOBER 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Covid-19: Thank you very much for supporting 

our efforts to provide a safe environment for 

pupils, staff and the wider school community. 

Your cooperation and understanding is really 

helpful and appreciated. Please continue to 

help us by remaining mindful of the following: 

 Unless exempt, please wear a mask on 

school premises 

 Unless absolutely necessary and approval 

given by myself or deputy head Ms. Dobie, 

avoid attending the school office; 

information or questions are best dealt 

with by text, email or telephone 

Please also - 

 Leave the playground at the end of the day 

as soon as your child/children are collected 

and please depart from the school 

entrance as soon as your child/children 

join their class line in the morning 

 Maintain your social distance when talking 

with parents in the playground. The 

1m/2m rule is often overlooked at 

collection time 

 Ensure that your collected child/children 

remain by your side when waiting for an 

older child to be dismissed from class. 

Siblings are interacting with children from 

other classes when they leave your side 

and this frequently passes unnoticed when 

you are deep in conversation. When 

children mix after school the considerable 

effort we make during the school day to 

keep bubbles apart is seriously 

undermined and compromised. Please do 

not be offended if we offer polite 

reminders when we notice that this occurs; 

we do so with everyone’s welfare in mind! 

 Continue to provide us with the symptoms 

your child has when you report absence by 

text. We are monitoring absence carefully 

and this is much easier to do when you 

provide us with all the information you 

have. We recommend that every child with 

a temperature and/or a persistent cough is 

tested for Covid-19. This is also necessary 

if they experience a loss of taste or smell. 

We appreciate how difficult it is to 

distinguish between a cold and Covid-

symptoms but for the sake of safety we do 

now take a cautionary approach and 

recommend this course of action. 

On a different note, we are still receiving 

complaints from local residents that parents 

are blocking their drives at drop-off and 

collection. Please refrain from doing this as it 

creates unnecessary and unhelpful tension in 

our relationship with our neighbours and casts 

the school in an unfavourable light. Also, 

despite regular remainders in newsletters 

some parents persist in dropping off on the zig 

zag lines outside the school gates and doing u-

turns on the bend. This is dangerous and 

irresponsible and your cooperation is 

therefore required. 

Covid-19 is becoming much more common in 

school settings and many schools are having to 

lockdown bubbles when this occurs. If your 

child is isolating because of Covid-19 (it might 

be the case that a child is well but not 

attending school because another member of 

the household is awaiting a test result) and 

well enough to learn, we will provide home 

learning packs for your child. From the 2nd 

November each class teacher will have 

produced school packs to last for two weeks at 

home. This work will be supplemented by 

online learning activities. Some tasks will be 

standalone, others specific to learning that has 

just taken place. Wider curriculum tasks 

(activities related to the class project) will be 

posted on Google Classroom and each home 

learning pack will contain a daily timetable for 

your child to follow. The same offer will be 

made should an entire bubble go into isolation. 



The responsibility for making schools ‘Covid 

secure’ rests with each individual school. Our 

risk assessments are regularly reviewed to 

ensure that they remain appropriate and 

effective; the latest version (08.10.20) was 

recently published to the school website on 

our designated Covid-19 page. The swimming 

risk assessment, effective from the 14th 

September, is also published to this page for 

your information. 

In my opinion September and October has 

been more challenging for schools than was 

anticipated given the re-emergence of  Covid-

19 on a wide scale in the first seven weeks of 

the school year. Inevitably it appears, life will 

become increasingly complicated as we enter 

the winter months. With your assistance we 

will do all we can to continue to make our 

school setting as safe as possible moving 

forwards. 

 

Y3 Sugar workshop 

Staff Training Days: A reminder that the school 

is closed this FRIDAY 23RD OCTOBER and on 

MONDAY 2ND NOVEMBER for staff training. 

The spring term training day will take place on 

MONDAY 22ND FEBRUARY 2021. 

 

‘Do you learn lots and have fun in your 

workshops?’ 

Harvest: Thank you for your Harvest 

donations. The food will be taken to Homeless 

Action Barnet on Friday afternoon and I know 

it will be very well received at this most 

challenging time. We will continue to request 

food donations after half-term in support of 

our local foodbank. All donations then also 

gratefully received. 

Class Workshops: Thank you for your Wider 

Curriculum contributions. While we will not 

run off-site trips for the foreseeable future we 

shall offer every class a minimum of two school 

workshops a term for each class. Workshops 

are expensive (£350-£500) but worth the 

outlay as they bring learning to life in a very 

exciting way.  Please continue to support this 

very important area of provision as your 

children benefit enormously from such 

experiences. The school will continue to find 

ways of subsidising the cost of workshops 



given that your termly donation of £15 per 

child covers only approximately 50% of the 

costs. 

Workshops and activities planned thus far 

include: 

 EYFS– autumn walk 

 Y1 Gruffalo workshop, Freshwater 

Theatre Co. 

 Y1 Great Fire London workshop 

 Y2 Forest School outdoor workshop 

 Y2 Science, materials workshop 

 Y2 Florence Nightingale workshop 

 Y3 Sugar workshop 

 Y3 Rock and Fossils workshop 

 Y3 Healthy Eating workshop 

 Y3 Earthquakes workshop 

 Y3 Stone Age Man workshop 

 Y4 Forest School 

 Y5 Space Quest workshop 

 Y5 Hatfield House workshop 

 Y6 Poetry workshop 

 Y5/6 Railway Safety workshop 

 KS2 Romeo & Juliet workshops 

 

Reception Class Autumn Walk 

Sport: Mr. Newman, myself and staff are  

determined to maintain the sport and healthy 

lifestyle profile of the school despite the fact 

that opportunities for inter-school sport have 

disappeared for the time being. Our in-house 

sports offer remains important and there are 

plans to increase the number of inter-house 

competitions on offer throughout the year. We 

will soon reorganise the sports page on the 

website to reflect the new offer and to keep 

you up with developments across the school. 

 

Swimming: Swimming lessons for children 

from Y2 to Y6 have run smoothly since their 

reintroduction earlier in the term. As part of 

our Covid-19 risk assessment we have had to 

increase the chlorine levels of the pool slightly. 

Two or three children have complained of 

some skin irritation in the past few weeks after 

swimming. I stress that these are isolated 

cases. I have sought advice from Barnet Pools, 

our pool plant managers, and been reassured 

by them that the chemical dosing is in-line with 

national guidelines for pools across the 

country. You may wish to consider applying 

Sudocrem or baby oil to your child’s skin on 

days when they swim as this is known to 

provide a barrier to the chlorine. 

Church: Zoom services continue at St. John’s 

Church. You can join in the service by using the 

following Zoom login and password: 

81189414709 and the password worship. 



The Remembrance Day service will take place 

on Sunday 8th November at 9.45am. Some of 

the Y6 House Captains will be invited to join the 

service as representatives of the school. Please 

also join us if you can. 

Interviews for a new Rector are planned to 

take place towards the end of November. All 

being well, we hope that the successful 

candidate will take up post during the spring. 

 

Y5 ‘Space Quest’ workshop 

Parent Teacher Consultations will take place 

towards the end of November. We intend that 

they will operate through Google Meet. More 

information about the new format, date and 

timings will follow after half-term. 

Wonderful Things which you and the 

Children Do: We each have personal charities 

which are close to our heart. One such charity 

for one of our families is ‘The Little Princess 

Trust.’ One of our children has done a 

fantastic thing – she has happily donated 16 

inches of her hair to make wigs for children 

who lost their hair due to cancer treatment. 

We are very proud of her; what a kind and 

personal gift to offer those less fortunate than 

ourselves!  

Graham Gunn 

Head Teacher 

 

               

Before and …….. 

   

…….. After! 

 

 

‘With just a cheap pair of binoculars, it’s 

amazing what you can see in the night sky!’ 

(Y5 Space Quest) 

 


