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Your child is now part of the juniors and this first term will be all about easing children back into the routines of 

school.  We will be carefully assessing starting points, as these will be slightly different due to the disruption to 

the children’s education over the past few months. We are now firmly looking forward, and we have been busy 

planning a range of topics to engage the children in their learning. After spending the summer term learning 

from home and having a summer break, we hope that you are ready and excited for the new school year. Mrs 

Fitzpatrick will be teaching Monday to Wednesday and Mrs Attanasio will be teaching Year 3 Thursday to 

Friday. Year 3 will be taught P.E by Mr Gunn and Mr Newman and some Science topics will be taught by Mrs 

Horne. 

 

Our first topic will be Scrumdiddlyumptious – the children will enjoy a yummy journey of discovery tasting 

fruits, vegetables and treats. Children will be cooking, sculpting fruit out of clay and making smoothies. We 

will learn about the journey our food takes to get to our plate. School workshops on Healthy Eating and cooking 

will take place in the classroom. Our second topic will be tremors – We will discover the dangerous world of 

natural disasters – volcanoes and earthquakes. We will learn about the ancient city of Pompeii and there will be 

a school workshop on Volcanoes and Earthquakes. 

 

Healthy snacks 

You should be aware that the school does not provide snacks for children in Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6). Please 

provide a healthy snack (fruit or vegetable) for your children which they will be able to eat at break time each 

morning. This should be stored in their lunchbox or school bag. 

 

Pencil cases 

Pencil cases should be small and only include basic necessities- please note the following information: 

At least 2 HB writing pencils 

Colouring pencils 

Plain pencil sharpener – catcher box attached if possible 

Glue stick 

Plain rubber 

Highlighter – green 

Ruler 

Red biro 

Felt tip pens are not needed in school; children can bring them in a small separate pencil case and leave in their 

tray or bag. 

Gadget-based/fancy/smelly stationery is not allowed- please keep these for home use. 

Children are not allowed to borrow from each other so please provide the right equipment for your child to 

have. 

 

Water bottles 

Please provide your child with a full labeled reusable water bottle. 

 

 

Reading 

The children will be given reading records to record their reading in. This helps us to see if they are reading 

regularly at school and also at home.  Children will be heard read at least once a week so please ensure reading 

records and books are brought in daily. If a child is given a school reading scheme book this will be changed 

weekly. More fluent readers will be able to choose a book from the class library or bring a book in from home. 



We would be delighted to hear that you are reading to your children too, as this shared experience is proven to 

be as beneficial to your children as them reading to you. Please fill in and sign the reading diaries weekly. 

 

English   

We teach our English through topic links. This enables the children to be fully submerged in their topic area. 

The areas we will cover are; instructions/ recipes, non- chronological reports and nonsense poems. This half 

term an emphasis will be made on spelling key high frequency words correctly. Simultaneously, we will be 

reinforcing the KS1 phonics programme. We will encourage joined up handwriting and have daily handwriting 

practice. We will not be starting Year 3 spellings until next half term. We will continue to ensure that our 

sentences always have capital letters, full stops, and make sense. We will use adjectives to interest our readers 

and conjunctions to express time, place and cause.  

 

 

Maths  

We begin our maths with revising place value (hundreds, tens and ones) and number facts (pairs, doubles, 

multiples). We learn to use various strategies to add and subtract numbers mentally (including 3 digits). We 

compare and order numbers. We continue to use resources to help us in maths, these include a hundred square, 

counters and Denes blocks to count with. Once we have consolidated our knowledge in these areas we put them 

into practice in an everyday context that includes problems and working with money and measures. Please 

support your child’s learning by helping them with their times tables. The quick recall of multiplication and 

division facts (times tables) is essential for all children. The ability to recall these facts quickly enables children 

to answer related questions with ease. We will be setting times tables rock stars and monitoring it weekly. We 

will send a reminder of your log in details.  

 

Science 

In the first half term we will be learning about animals including humans. This unit teaches about the right types 

of nutrition as well at the function of skeletons and muscles. 

 

In the second half of the term we will be learning about rocks and soils.  Children will discover the different 

types of rocks and how they are formed. Children will compare and group rocks based on appearance and 

simple properties. They will learn how fossils are formed and learn about the contribution of Mary Anning to 

the field of paleontology. Children will understand how soil is formed and then investigate the permeability of 

different types of soil. 

 

Music 

Music will be taught through the creative curriculum.  

 

P.E. 

This term swimming will be on Monday afternoon and P.E /Games will be on Wednesday afternoons. 

Children are to arrive in their PE kits on a Wednesday. As the weather starts to change please make sure they 

have blue tracksuit bottoms and a school PE jumper. No named brands please. 

Please ensure that all their belongings have their names clearly labeled. P.E./swimming bags must have 

children’s names on the front. The swimming bags will be sent home after each lesson.  

 

Computing 

The children will use chromebooks in class. The computing topics this term are: 

We are programmers – children will be using software called “scratch” to programme an animation. 

 

R.E and PSHE 



We are learning about Jesus’ miracles and then Christmas preparations. The children will take part in a weekly 

PSHE lesson. Our focus this term will be ‘Aiming High’. In this unit children will focus on their goals and 

aspirations. 

 

 

Homework 

Homework will consist of weekly reading, time tables practice on TTrockstars, mathletics and reading eggs. 

The homework will be set on Google classroom on a Tuesday and should be submitted by the following 

Monday. Children might be occasionally given extra homework/ project work to do at home. The homework is 

designed to reinforce what they are learning in school and should be timetabled into their week. 

 

 

Please refer to the school website www.stjohnsn11.primary.co.uk. On the year 3 page you will find useful 

information and the weekly homework task. 

Useful Websites 

www.mathletics.co.uk 

http://scratch.mit.edu/ 

http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/mathstimestables/interactive.htm 

http://www.teachingtables.co.uk 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/multiplication-and-division 

There are some fun activities on Woodlands Junior about healthy eating. 

 

  

We look forward to the term ahead. 

 

Ms N Fitzpatrick & Mrs Attanasio 
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