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Dear Parents 

With the start of the new school year almost 

upon us, this is the first newsletter of 2020-

2021 with some information I hope you will 

find helpful as you prepare your children for a 

return to school on Thursday 3rd September.  

Firstly, I hope that you and your family are all 

well and that this has been the case 

throughout the school holiday. I also hope that 

you have had the chance to relax together and 

recharge your batteries in readiness for the 

months ahead. We are looking forward very 

much to welcoming you all back to school and 

we hope that you share our enthusiasm and 

positivity about the reopening of schools 

across the UK.  

Inevitably school will not be as we remember it 

pre-lockdown. To ensure that pupils, staff and 

parents are as safe as possible we have had to 

make a number of significant changes to the 

way we operate. These arrangements were 

explained in considerable detail  in my final 

newsletter of 2019-2020, published to the 

school website (25.07.20) following the end of 

term; please refer to this letter once again 

before the reopening of school on Thursday 3rd 

September (school is closed for staff training 

on Wednesday 2nd September 2020). 

As stated in the July newsletter, we will be 

operating a different school timetable for the 

foreseeable future and this includes, among 

other alterations, a staggered start and end to 

every school day until further notice. A 

reminder that the arrangements from the first 

day of term are as follows:  

 

Arrival and Departure Times: 

*8.40am–3.00pm: Nursery and Reception 

*8.50am-3.10pm: Y1 and Y2 

*9.00am-3.20pm: Y3 and Y4 

*9.10am-3.30pm: Y5 and Y6 

Entry and Collection Points: 

*Nursery, Y1, Y4 and Y6 via the school car 

park and main school building entrance. 

*Reception, Y2, Y3 and Y5 via the pedestrian 

gate and the school playground. 

Please arrive promptly within the designated 

time slot but avoid arriving early as this will 

cause unnecessary congestion outside the 

school and compromise social distancing 

protocols. Please depart as soon as your child 

enters school and once you have collected 

your last child at the end of the school day, as 

mixing and interacting at the school gate has 

the potential to undo our efforts to maintain 

the integrity of each class bubble. We would 

also appreciate it if adults wore masks when 

dropping and collecting children at the school 

gates. Your support for this is incredibly 

important and we are reliant upon and grateful 

for your help in these respects.  

Also requested in our July newsletter:  

Please help us to reduce the risk of cross 

contamination by providing your child with a 

pencil case fully stocked with a red pen for 

editing work (juniors), writing pencils, coloured 

pencils, felt-tip pens, rubbers, small rulers and 

pencil sharpeners. We ask that you also 

provide a box of tissues for your child’s own 

use and a sturdy, reusable, filled water bottle 

as school water fountains will remain 

decommissioned for the time being. 

As also mentioned in the previous newsletters, 

most classrooms are set out differently with 

desks forward facing and children sitting in 

pairs. This is not the case for EYFS or for Y1 

initially (once settled in to the class, Y1 may 



also move to forward facing  desks during 

autumn 2). 

During the first few days back we will 

constantly remind the children of good 

hygiene practices and social distancing 

protocols. The school has been marked out to 

aid controlled movement around the building 

and every area of the school is set up with hand 

sanitising stations. All staff will be proactive in 

managing the behaviour, movement and 

interaction of pupils and as much as possible 

adults will limit their movement between class 

bubbles. Our experience of managing the 

school during lockdown with up to 80 adults 

and pupils on-site at any one time, prepared us 

well for the full reopening of the school this 

week. We are confident that the measures we 

have implemented will provide a safe 

environment for pupils and staff while also 

enabling us to offer a stimulating and 

rewarding learning experience for the children. 

Naturally we will follow national and local 

developments very closely in the weeks and 

months ahead and respond accordingly should 

circumstances change.  

What follows are photos of classrooms and 

communal areas around the school. You may 

choose to show them to your children to 

prepare them for what to expect when school 

resumes on Thursday: 

 
Nursery 

 

Reception 

 

 

Y1 

 

Y2 

 

Y3 



 

Y4 

 

Y5 

 

Y6 

 

KS1 Cloakroom 

          

KS2 Cloakroom 

          

KS2 Cloakroom 



  

Hall and extended dining room 

We very much look forward to welcoming you 

back to school. Please do not hesitate to 

contact us should you have any concerns about 

any aspects of the return to school or you wish 

to alert us to any specific issues or concerns 

related to your own child/children. We expect 

the vast majority of children to adapt to school 

life very quickly on their return but despite the 

general resilience of children, many will have 

found lockdown as challenging as adults. If 

your child has experienced high levels of 

anxiety and you have been concerned about 

their emotional welfare, please do not hesitate 

to talk to us so that we can do whatever we can 

to help and enable their smooth transition 

back to school. 

Graham Gunn 

August 30th 2020 
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