
JUNE 2020 NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope that this newsletter finds you and all of 

your family members well. I hope that this 

wonderful weather will help to lift our spirits as 

despite some easing of lockdown measures the 

impact of Covid-19 remains with us and the 

future is still somewhat uncertain.  

My thanks once again for all of your hard work 

in supporting home learning. Some examples 

of this can be seen in the newsletter and I will 

shortly upload more photos to a new page 

which we have created on the school website 

(‘School Closure Curriculum Gallery’) within 

the curriculum tab. We fully understand how 

demanding this has been for many of you and 

we are so grateful for the effort you have 

invested in your children’s home schooling. 

Your experiences have varied from one family 

to the next. Some of you have enjoyed the 

opportunity to spend quality time with your 

children and others among you have found it a 

stressful time. All of our circumstances are 

different and naturally this will have influenced 

our feelings. Whatever the experience I am 

sure that we are all looking forward to a return 

to school for all children.  

 

Subject to low rates of infection and 

transmission and a relaxation of social 

distancing requirements in schools, we are 

looking forward to welcoming all pupils back in 

September and hopeful that this will be 

possible. More information about this will 

follow in due course as we learn more about 

the proposals for September. 

 

Now that we are in the third week of our 

phased reopening, we are beginning to feel like 

a school again. Y6 and Y1 pupils who have 

returned to school and our keyworker bubbles 

have all settled into a new way of doing things 

and we are pleased with the routines we have 

established and the way that children are 

adhering to them.  

 

Our bubbles are very staff intensive with a 

favourable adult to pupil ratio; this means that 

we are able to ensure that the children are well 

looked after, closely supervised and our 

systems followed. All staff are now involved at 



different times in supporting a bubble and 

consequently the amount of time left to 

manage home learning is inevitably less. Please 

be assured however that every teacher and 

teaching assistant will continue to do their very 

best to meet the needs of all home learners  

but do appreciate that they are now managing 

learning both in and outside of school and that 

lessons will be different and communication 

with you and pupils therefore more difficult for 

them. I ask for your understanding and 

forbearance with this. 

 

Please remember that the summer term ends 

on Friday 17th July (existing bubbles will finish 

at the times we are currently operating) and 

we anticipate that all classes including 

keyworker and vulnerable bubbles will cease at 

this point.  

Term dates for 2020-2021 are published to the 

home page of the school website and we shall, 

as in recent years, follow the Barnet schedule. 

You will receive an annual report for your child 

in the last week of term. Reporting 

requirements are different this year due to the 

widespread partial closure of schools and there 

will be no end of key stage reporting as in 

normal years. Teachers will comment upon 

pupils’ attainment and progress up to the point 

of lockdown and upon general attitudes and 

behaviour from September to March. As you 

will understand, school closure has, despite 

our best efforts curtailed our ability to deliver 

in full the curriculum for each year group. This 

will have inevitable implications for teaching 

and learning next term, something which we 

will no doubt consider and discuss further.  

 

We are this week introducing ‘Google Meet’ 

meetings for each class. You will by now have 

received information about this. As more 

children return to school we are mindful of the 

fact that many children for whom this is not 

possible are perhaps missing school even more 

than normal. These meetings, led by staff for 

small groups of pupils, seek to address this by 

providing the children with the opportunity to 

socialise for a short period of time in a 

controlled environment managed by the 

teacher. Meetings will last for 15 minutes and 

will take place twice for each group between  



now and the end of term. These meetings are 

not for children who have returned to school. 

This half-term we would normally run 

meetings for Y5 parents in preparation for 

secondary transfer in 2021 and for parents 

whose children will join our reception and 

nursery classes next year. ‘Virtual’ Secondary 

Transfer and New Starter meetings are being 

prepared and information despatched to you 

soon. You will receive information packs and a 

powerpoint presentation for each topic very 

shortly; notification of this will follow. 

 

Given the poor state of our budget we are ever 

more dependent upon you to support the 

school in any way that you can. Earlier in the 

year I asked you to donate books that your 

children have read or outgrown to our school 

library. Thank you to everyone able to respond 

(please continue this next term)! Similarly I am 

asking for donations of educational toys which 

can be used in early years classes and Y1. 

Things like construction kits, educational toys, 

small world play (farm and wild animals, 

dinosaurs, cars and garages, play mats, train 

sets, spacecraft, etc) would be really helpful 

and save us a lot of money which we don’t 

have :(  

This will be especially helpful as such 

equipment will be very valuable to have next 

year in Y1 too where we already anticipate the 

need to provide some reception class play 

experiences for children moving into key stage 

one given that they were unable to complete 

their year and the EYFS curriculum in the 

Reception class. Donations of equipment in 

good condition gratefully received during the 

final week of term or in September. Thank you 

for your anticipated support. 

 

‘Black Lives Matter.’ We have all been appalled 

at the death of George Floyd in America and I 

am sure that each of us has followed the 

ensuing global protests with interest. 

Hopefully, this tragic event will act as a catalyst 

for significant and lasting change here and 

around the world. Here at St. John’s we are 

committed to stamping out prejudice in all 

forms and we shall revisit our provision, the 

curriculum and our practices to encourage and 

facilitate equality of opportunity for all 

members of society, young and old. This is a 

topic which we will return to in future 

newsletters and correspondence.  

I have also received guidance from the local 

authority regarding Black Lives Matter. They 



have sent through a parent guide which I will 

email to you and I hope you will find it helpful 

in discussing this important topic with your 

children. Correspondence from the LA follows: 

A Parent’s Guide to Black Lives Matter 

For Information 

Peaceful protests, mass marches, and 

portrayals of violence. Petitions, political 

speeches, and demonstrations. The last two 

weeks have seen movements advocating for an 

end to racial inequality on a mass scale. Yet, 

current affairs aren’t always tangible or 

immediately clear, especially from a child’s 

perspective. Many children may have questions 

about the images, stories, and conversations 

they hear on the news and around them. 

Attached is a parent's guide to Black Lives 

Matter. Racism and race is not a one-

conversation topic, and this guide by no means 

contains all the answers, but will provide the 

foundations of good places to start help inspire 

discussion and empower families to work 

towards racial equality. 

Perryn Jasper 

Prevent Education Officer 

Graham Gunn 

Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

More GREAT PICS on the next page! 

https://cambridgeeducation.cmail20.com/t/d-l-mkdez-yuhrhljtiu-g/
https://cambridgeeducation.cmail20.com/t/d-l-mkdez-yuhrhljtiu-g/


 

 

 

 

 

 


