
Dear Parents 

I hope that you have had a good weekend 

and that you remain well. Thank you for 

continuing to support home learning so 

effectively; your efforts will minimise the 

detrimental impact of prolonged school 

closure upon your child’s development and 

as demanding upon your time and 

patience, as I am sure it frequently is, your 

perseverance will pay dividends in the long 

term! 

Feedback from teachers and teaching 

assistants about home learning 

arrangements has been positive thus far. 

Of course any new system takes time to 

work well and we are learning from the 

teething problems and tweaking here and 

there as we take it forwards. The use of 

Google Classroom has been extended to 

incorporate all phases of the school. Thank 

you for grappling with this new way of 

working and for your patience and 

determination.  

Several parents have shared their 

experiences of teaching their children with 

us and we are not surprised to hear that 

explaining maths is a particularly 

challenging aspect of home learning for 

reasons that we fully appreciate.  Many of 

you are unsure of the techniques we use 

today to explain a method or a 

mathematical concept and your school day 

experiences of maths were inevitably very 

different to those of your children today. 

There have been a few requests for live 

video lessons. After careful consideration 

we have decided that this is not necessarily 

the best way forward as such a system 

presents challenges on a number of fronts. 

We do fully recognise that with maths in 

particular, you do need step-by-step 

instructions and modelling to develop 

understanding and confidence. Teachers 

will redouble their efforts to ensure that 

you feel well supported and instructed; to 

this end, we have subscribed to White Rose 

Hub premium resources. This will enable us 

to provide you with expert guidance and 

graphic examples to introduce, explain and 

embed in children’s understanding new 

mathematical concepts and methods. 

Similarly we will make other great online 

teaching resources available to you 

through increased use of BBC Bitesize and 

Oak Academy Online (launched as a 

government initiative on the 20th April). 

These lessons are designed for home 

learning during lockdown and they cover 

the entire curriculum from early years 

through to sixth form; they are 

professionally produced and use exciting 

graphics, video clips and animation to 

make learning fun and accessible.  

Rest assured that teachers will not rely 

upon such resources alone; they will 

continue to use their own expertise and 

judgement when preparing lessons and 

utilise their own plans for the summer 

term. Please do not hesitate to seek 

clarification or support if you need it by 

communicating with your child’s class 

teacher through Google Classroom. Ms. 

Dobie, Mrs Attanasio and I continue to 

monitor home learning with access to all 

the work set by staff and completed by 

your children. We have been impressed by 

what we have seen and the exchanges 

which are taking place. 



I shall produce another newsletter soon 

and I look forward to sharing some of the 

great work that’s taking place. Please note 

that Reading Eggs, an online reading 

programme offered by the same team that 

produce Mathletics, will soon be offered to 

children in Reception and Nursery classes. 

Login details and passwords to follow soon. 

I receive regular news and information 

from the LA and I have attached to this 

email, information which may be helpful or 

of interest to you.  

Wishing you all well. 

Kind regards 

Graham Gunn 

 


