
Wednesday 13th May 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am sure that you will have watched the Prime Minister’s address to the nation on Sunday 

evening and you have been following developments very closely in recent days. 

You will have heard the Prime Minister indicating that the government believes we may be in 

a position to implement a phased re-opening of schools from 1st June, starting with pupils in 

nurseries, reception, year one and year six.  This is part of the government’s conditional plan,+ 

which it says will remain under regular review and is yet to be finalised.  

For some of you, this news will be welcome; others among you may be worried by it. I am 

sure however that all of you have some concerns and questions about the plan and how this 

affects your child in these year groups and the practicalities of how schools can make it work.  

We do too. 

We know that you will understand that the safety of everyone in the school community is 

paramount.  We all want to get more pupils back into school as soon as it is safe to do so.  

However, I do want to stress that my first priority has to be the health and well-being of all 

our children, families and staff.    

Whatever happens before September, it is extremely unlikely that school will look anything 

like it did before lockdown.  As you can imagine, social distancing is a very difficult concept 

for many of our children and especially the youngest, despite the fact that people are still 

required to minimise social contact within and beyond the workplace.  There are so many 

issues to consider, risk assessments to complete and plans to be made before we embark 

upon the very challenging task of reorganising the workplace to ensure, as best as we can, 

the safety of everyone in our school community. The plan to reopen schools has of course 

raised many questions and we do need to listen to the advice we receive from many quarters 

during the course of this week before making detailed announcements as to what will happen 

after half-term. 

The key message is that this phased re-opening of schools needs to be done carefully and 

safely and I am sure you will bear with us whilst we do this.  We will be sending you more 

information as things become clearer to us and we receive further guidance from central 

government, the DfE, the Local Authority and unions. 

We thank you for your huge understanding at this time. 

With best wishes 

Graham Gunn 

 


