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Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope that you and your loved ones are all doing well in this our second week of enforced 

school closure. We do remain open for a small number of keyworker children and a small 

team of staff are attending school on a rota system for this purpose. Please be mindful that 

when a teacher is in school it is difficult for them to maintain the same level of online 

interaction with pupils and parents as their days are long and their first priority is to look 

after the children they are with. Teachers will continue to set daily work for the class but 

their ability to respond to you will be somewhat restricted during these times. Thank you for 

your understanding. When at school, teachers are supported by non-teaching staff to ensure 

that we have fully trained first-aid staff available at all times. 

The school continues to manage all of its responsibilities during this period of closure in the 

normal manner. This naturally includes safeguarding and child protection. In the event that 

you have a safeguarding concern you can contact the school via school office email or 

teachers2parents text. Neither of these sites are secure as messages to the office will be 

seen by school office staff and texts by all staff with access to the system. Therefore please 

do not include the nature of your concern or the names of individuals involved but request a 

call back from myself, Graham Gunn, or one of the Designated Safeguarding Leads (all 

members of the senior team).  

I would like to continue sharing photos of children and their home learning accomplishments 

with you through newsletters in the normal way. Given that these photos will be taken within 

your home setting, I ask that you notify me by text during the next 2-3 days if you would 

prefer me not to include any photo which you have either returned to your child’s class 

teacher by email or uploaded to google classroom (nb. permission to use photos in this 

newsletter has been sought and granted).  

            

The tasks your children are completing at home are wonderful as you can see from the 

galleries above and below. Keep up the great work everyone!  

Home Learning 

Thank you for the support and encouragement you are providing for your children. As already 

said, we are trying to achieve a balance of activities for the children to enjoy, Tasks consist 

of formal pen and paper activities as provided for in the hard-copy packs your children have 



been given; online learning activities such as Mathletics, Reading Eggs and TT Rockstars; 

projects set by teachers and also chosen by your own children. 

We really do appreciate the challenges that home learning presents; you have suddenly been 

propelled into a situation which you had not anticipated and you may feel overwhelmed by 

the responsibility you share with us for your children’s learning and managing the work we 

set. Please be assured that this is not our intention. We realise that some of your children 

will be enthusiastic home learners and others much more reluctant! I hope that the work 

your children are set can be completed in full but we naturally defer to your judgement as to 

how hard you push your children. We know that many of you have to balance looking after 

your children and teaching them alongside your own home working requirements and 

managing other family needs. We are happy for you to make that call. In doing so please 

however consider the extent to which children lose knowledge over time (often an argument 

for a shorter summer holiday and a four-term school year). If, as is looking increasingly 

probable, school does not reopen until September, the children will return with a potential 

deficit in knowledge and skills despite our collective very best efforts. So without causing 

disharmony within the household, please don’t give up on your children’s learning if the going 

gets really tough! 

Please note that staff will not be setting tasks during the Easter holiday (Monday 6 April - 

Friday 17 April); however, if you want to keep the work routine going (and this may not be a 

bad idea), by all means encourage your children to begin their personal project on a subject 

of their own choosing and use the red project books we provided and the loose sheets of 

paper (lined and blank) to produce something wonderful! The paper should be neatly stuck 

into the project folder every time a piece of work is completed. This can be an on-going 

project. Please use the second half of the folder for this activity as the teachers will be setting 

another project for the children later on in the summer term. Be as imaginative and creative 

as you wish. Children will naturally research the topic on the web under your supervision 

but please avoid copying and pasting (unless a picture or diagram) as we like the work to 

belong to the child. 

                             

Thought this might make you chuckle. (courtesy of opb.org) Look familiar? Surely not! 

With this in mind, here are some tips and suggestions I have read from current publications 

which you might find helpful: 



● Maintain a routine; it can be hard to maintain a routine for both adults and children 

when you face an entire day spent in the house - things quickly become 

unstructured. "I think one of the biggest challenges for children during the school 

closures will be a lack of routine," Claire Goodwin-Fee, a psychotherapy practitioner 

tells The Independent. "Trying to mimic a classroom environment at home just isn't 

going to work, but set out roughly what you plan to do each day; older children can 

create a timetable to help them structure their time.” 

● Exercise and activity; everyone knows that exercise improves physical health. But 

perhaps what is less known is the impact it can have on our mental health - this is 

especially true for children. Check out daily Joe Wickes podcasts or find others 

which you and the children can enjoy together. 

● Focused activities such as puzzles and building Lego constructions can help keep 

children occupied while arts and crafts help them stay creative. But Goodwin-Fee 

asks parents to remember that these methods won't work for every child. "It really 

depends on what your child enjoys doing," she says. "Some kids love arts and crafts 

while others hate it. Try and introduce them to new things such as cooking or baking 

or gardening. Socialise as much as possible.” 

● Children will undoubtedly miss their classmates and crave the social aspect 

provided by the classroom. But Goodwin-Fee says parents can make use of 

technology to fill the void. "Setting up playdates via Skype or Zoom can help while in 

self-isolation," she says. (“… but do not permit unfettered or unsupervised online 
interactions by either video conferencing or text. Parents and carers MUST exercise 
control over this to avoid the perils of ‘stranger danger’ or inappropriate exchanges 
between children. Parents may not realise the magnitude of the difficulties we 
encounter in school as a consequence of uncontrolled internet use and in particular, 
exchanges via social messaging platforms”. Graham Gunn) 

Follow this link for the full article published by Independent; UKs Largest Quality Digital 

News Brand: https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-

families/coronavirus-children-school-closed-healthy-happy-learning-a9412976.html 

                

                      Claudia Y3                                              Louie Y3 

Extracts from another article: 

● Keep to a routine; “Children need normality, familiarity and structure. So keep to a 

routine. It makes home schooling easier and helps children to realise this is not a 

holiday, and that teachers are expecting learning to take place to some degree.” Lillie 
Rosenblatt, teacher at Brookfield primary school in Camden, London 

● Give your child some autonomy; “Let your child create their own structure or 

timetable for the day, combining their ideas and home learning. If they try and 

schedule double PlayStation every morning, then it’s probably time for parents to 

step in, but give them the option first. I think a lot of parents will be impressed with 

https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/coronavirus-children-school-closed-healthy-happy-learning-a9412976.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/coronavirus-children-school-closed-healthy-happy-learning-a9412976.html


the outcome.” Joanna Conway, headteacher, Whitegate End primary school and 
nursery, Oldham  

● Limit tablets, phones and TV; “It will be important for friends to stay in virtual 

contact with each other as long as interactions are friendly and supportive – but 

avoid an unhealthy overreliance on screen time in all of its guises. Too much screen 

time has very negative effects on physical and mental health and it disrupts sleep 

patterns as well. Variety is key: exercise, reading a great book and learning a new 

skill are all suitable ways of avoiding the sheer monotony of a TV and computer 

screen.” Jules White 

● Emphasise literacy and numeracy; “Continue to practise essential English and 

maths. Review fundamental maths skills such as number bonds, times tables, 

division facts and addition/subtraction strategies. Encourage your child to write for 

pleasure about what they’ve done that day, or make a comic.” (Your child’s class 
teacher will guide you with this. Graham Gunn) Jordan Bickel, Grand Avenue 
primary and nursery school, Surbiton 

● ...but remember that learning should be fun; “…. activities should not just be solely 

English and maths-based. Making learning fun is vital – so baking, painting and 

getting out and about in the garden are essential to reduce boredom.” Emily Proffitt, 
headteacher, Tittensor first school, Stoke-on-Trent 

● Be attentive; “Listen to your child. Enjoy hearing your child explain what they are 

being asked to do, and the challenges they face.” Jules White 

● Encourage reading every day; “Whether it’s reading to themselves, a parent, a 

sibling or even a special animal friend, it’s essential children continue to read. 

Reading anything counts.” Jordan Bickel 
● Don’t expect children to work non-stop; “The younger the child, the less time they 

can sit and learn for, so frequent breaks are important for productivity.” Lillie 
Rosenblatt 

● Don’t overdo it; “I’d recommend around two hours’ learning in total a day for children 

in key stage 1, which covers reception to Year 2. That should include arts and crafts, 

and hands-on activities. Children in key stage 2, which covers Year 3 through to 

Year 6, would be able to do more: about three to four hours. But again, that should 

include PE activities and more creative tasks as well.” Jordan Bickel 
● Support child-led learning; “Encourage your child to research something that is of 

interest to them and show their learning with a creative project. This could be 

making something with play-dough, junk modelling, papier-mache or a 

presentation. Let your children experiment.” Jordan Bickel 
● Endorse regular movement breaks; Movement breaks – such as dancing to music, 

performing animal walks or playing Simon Says – provide children with sensory 

feedback and offer them a chance to “reset”. “If fast movement breaks aren’t 

working, slow it down by doing wall or chair push-ups or squeezing hands, 

shoulders or legs. Find what works for your child. It will really help with learning 

and focus.” Lillie Rosenblatt 
● Make the most of any outdoor space; “There are so many benefits to outdoor 

learning: children develop an appreciation of the world around them, enhance their 

solving skills and increase their sensory skills, not forgetting the benefits for 

physical and mental health. Maybe you could learn about all the plants and trees 

near your house, or create your own outdoor circuit and do a daily workout 

together. Doing something physical keeps our mind healthy too.” Joanna Conway 



● Praise children’s efforts and behaviour, not their achievements; “Positive 

constructive praise that targets effort, behaviour and specific aspects of a child’s 

work is much more powerful than just saying ‘well done for completing your 

English’. Lillie Rosenblatt 
● Bond with your child; “Enjoy the extra time together. Create some artwork, a board 

game, make a meal together, do a jigsaw, write a song or put on a production, a 

dance or make a video. Maybe you could send it to relatives to cheer them up. I 

would also recommend sharing a ‘family gratitude’ each day.” Joanna Conway  

Follow this link for the full article published by the The Guardian: 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/mar/23/let-your-kids-get-bored-

emergency-advice-from-teachers-on-schooling-at-home (other articles in other 
publications are available!) 
 

We are using ‘Google Classroom’ in KS2. Although new to this platform, we have found it a 

very useful tool for setting work for the children, communicating with you and the children, 

receiving completed work tasks and sharing information. Given its success, we plan to roll 

this out to all classes, Nursery through to Y6, after Easter. EYFS and KS1 parents will 

receive guidance from Miss Fitzpatrick (our Computing subject leader) and your child’s 

class teacher(s). Don’t be daunted by it; persevere with it and we guarantee that you will 

find it incredibly useful (that seems to be the experience of pupils and parents in KS2). 

Another good system is ‘Class Dojo’. Although currently used by Y5 to complement Google 

Classroom, we will suspend use of this for the time being, perhaps until we are confident 

that Google Classroom has become embedded in the daily routine of all pupils and parents 

                         

                          Nadia YR 

And to end with, another website which I have found interesting and an extract from it 

which may be helpful (mentalhealth.org): 

‘Random acts of kindness during the Coronavirus outbreak’. The Coronavirus outbreak 
(COVID-19) has taken a lot of us by surprise. Some people have described it as an episode 
of Black Mirror that they want to turn off, while others have said that they feel like the 
entire world is upside down.  If you are finding that you are struggling to look after your 
mental health as a result of the current outbreak, then read our tips. So where do random 
acts of kindness come in? 

One thing that we have seen all over the world is that kindness is prevailing in uncertain 
times. People are coming together to sing on balconies in Italy, others are setting up 
groups to offer support to the elderly or vulnerable - like collecting groceries or calling 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/mar/23/let-your-kids-get-bored-emergency-advice-from-teachers-on-schooling-at-home
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/mar/23/let-your-kids-get-bored-emergency-advice-from-teachers-on-schooling-at-home


them for a chat. We have heard stories of people having virtual movie nights and creating 
choreographed dances over video chat to share with the world. 

We have learnt that amid the fear, there is also community, support and hope. The added 
benefit of helping others is that it is good for our own mental health and wellbeing. It can 
help reduce stress and improve your emotional wellbeing. In short, doing good does you 
good. Acts of kindness make the world a happier place! 

To read more follow the link:  

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus/random-acts-kindness                              

 

                                                   Milo Y4                                             Michael Y2 

Wishing you all well.  

Graham Gunn 

Head Teacher 

 

 
Marcelina Y4 



 

 

 

 

 

 


