
FEBRUARY 2020 NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents and Carers 

This week we celebrated Ash Wednesday at 

church with Bishop Rob. The Bishop returned 

to school to spend time with children and it 

was an enjoyable morning for all. Highlight of 

the morning, undoubtedly, seeing the Bishop 

‘ashed’ by Isabella in Y1. Priceless!   

A reminder that we celebrate ‘World Book 

Day’ next FRIDAY 6th MARCH. You will already 

have received information from Mrs. 

Attanasio about the day and the invitation for 

children to dress up as their favourite book 

character. As always, the children will have 

lots of fun! Highlight of the week, a visit to 

school by author Alex Weintroub, who will run 

storytelling and writing sessions throughout 

the day across the school! 

In Fr. Paul’s absence, he heads for Devon next 

week to begin his retirement, we have invited 

guests to attend and lead some of our school 

assemblies. This includes Fr. Marius, local 

clergy and next Friday a team from Pathways, 

a Christian group that work with local schools 

throughout London. 

The PTFA are supporting Mothering Sunday 

next month by arranging for gifts for Mum 

from the children. They will be in-touch very 

soon with more information. 

Thank you to all who attended our recent 

reading presentation with Liz Holmes and 

afterwards the PTFA AGM. Liz provided lots of 

helpful and practical tips as to how you can 

support your child’s reading development 

throughout their time in primary school. 

Details of her presentation and news  from 

the PTFA committee will be published shortly 

on the school website. 

All English primary schools are currently 

placing special emphasis upon the teaching of 

reading and reading for pleasure. We are no 

exception to this. In the last few months we 

have been looking very carefully at how we 

teach reading from the nursery through to Y6. 

Our reading outcomes are always good here 

at St. John’s but we recognise that reviewing 

and changing practice from time to time is a 

good thing. We do look to you as well to help 

us ensure that your children make good 

progress and enjoy their reading. Please try to 

make time to hear your child read, assist them 

in their reading choices and set good 

examples as adult readers too. Enjoying books 

is contagious and staff at school are also 

taking the time to model good reading habits 

during the course of every school week. 

Please help us by doing the same and finding 

ten minutes for yourselves to sit down 

alongside your children to enjoy a good read 

of your own! 

 

Parent Reading Workshop with Literacy 

Consultant Liz Holmes 

Thank you to everyone who has donated 

reading books to the school which your 

children have read and outgrown. Helping us 

to keep our libraries well stocked is really 

appreciated and saves us hundreds of pounds 

every year. We are most grateful. 

Don’t forget to visit class pages on the 

website where you can find age specific 

recommended book lists for your child as well 

as books which the children have themselves 



read and enjoyed. Helping children to make 

informed choices about reading is an essential 

skill which we want them to develop and you 

may find these booklists helpful. And of 

course non-fiction reading is just as valuable 

and always to be encouraged. 

 

Y4 start their Sport Enrichment programme 

this half-term with weekly visits to Finchley 

Tennis Club for lessons with professional LTA 

coaches Sian and Roberto. This is another 

lovely opportunity for the children and one 

that is not generally available to state primary 

school pupils. Photos to follow in another 

newsletter. 

Our Y6 pupils are working hard every week to 

prepare for this year’s Barnet Dance Festival 

at Finchley Arts Depot on the 9th March. My 

thanks to Lisa Coletta for all of her hard work 

and enthusiasm as she works with the 

children to add the finishing touches to their 

dance. 

Following our successful ‘Bikeability Training’ 

for Y5 and our ‘Bike It’ week for the whole 

school, we are pleased to offer the children of 

Y1 and Y2 ‘Ditch the Stabilisers’ lessons next 

week. Such opportunities are offered free to 

schools by ‘Sustrans’, a charity whose vision is  

to help create ‘a society where the way we 

travel creates healthier places and happier 

lives for everyone.’  Visit the Sustrans website 

to find out more and learn ‘how the work 

they're doing is creating healthier places and 

happier people.’ 

Bike-It Team school assembly presentation 

 

 

Sustrans achievements include: 5.2 million 

school run trips by car removed from the road 

AND 786 million walking and cycling trips 

made on the National Cycle Network. Wow! 

 

Please remember that Parent Teacher 

Consultations take place during the week 

commencing 23.03.2020. Information and 

times to follow with our online booking 

system opening soon.  

We are planning a Y2 Recorder Presentation 

on Thursday 26th March at 2.15 pm. Parents 

are of course invited. Y2, as a class, have only 

just started learning the recorder, so it should 

be lots of fun and you won’t want to miss it! 

 

Our ‘Young Mathematicians’ team 



Please put a note in your diary as the PTFA are 

planning a ‘Movie Night’ (afternoon) for 

children on Friday 27th March. More 

information to follow shortly.  

Staffing News:  We are very pleased to 

announce a new member of our staffing 

team,  Ms Jules Devito. Ms Devito will partner 

Mrs. Horne and Mrs. Johnson in Y6 as a 

replacement for Ms. Barker who left us at the 

end of last half-term as she has had to 

relocate to South London. Ms Devito is an 

experienced and accomplished teacher who 

will work hard with Y6 until the end of the 

summer. 

CoronaVirus (Covid-19): News bulletins about 

corona virus are constant across all media 

formats and a recurring topic of conversation 

between adults. Please be assured that as a 

school we follow developments closely and 

receive regular updates from both Barnet 

Local Authority and Public Health England. 

From time to time and given any significant 

developments, I will share this information 

with you.  

At this moment it is business as normal in 

school; hopefully this will remain the case as 

we move forwards.  

We will be reminding children during the 

coming weeks of the importance of good 

hygiene. Please do the same and provide your 

child will tissues to see them through each 

school day. I have managed to track down 

some wall mounted hand sanitisers which, 

with luck, should arrive from Northern Ireland 

next week. They will be placed in strategic 

locations around the school. 

Graham Gunn 

Head Teacher 

Please also read the latest guidance for 

schools as published today, the 28th 

February, on the Gov.UK website,. 

The incubation period of COVID-19 is 

between 2 and 14 days. This means that if a 

person remains well 14 days after contact 

with someone with confirmed coronavirus, it 

is unlikely that they have been infected. 

The following symptoms may develop in the 

14 days after exposure to someone who has 

COVID-19 infection: cough, difficulty in 

breathing and fever 

Generally, these infections can cause more 

severe symptoms in people with weakened 

immune systems, older people, and those 

with long-term conditions like diabetes, 

cancer and chronic lung disease. There is no 

evidence that children are more affected 

than other age groups – very few cases have 

been reported in children. 

How COVID-19 is spread 

From what we know about other 

coronaviruses, spread of COVID-19 is most 

likely to happen when there is close contact 

(within 2 metres) with an infected person. It 

is likely that the risk increases the longer 

someone has close contact with an infected 

person. 

Droplets produced when an infected person 

coughs or sneezes (termed respiratory 

secretions) containing the virus are most 

likely to be the most important means of 

transmission. 

There are 2 routes by which people could 

become infected: 

 secretions can be directly transferred 

into the mouths or noses of people who 

are nearby (within 2 metres) or could be 

inhaled into the lungs 

 it is also possible that someone may 

become infected by touching a surface or 

object that has been contaminated with 

respiratory secretions and then touching 



their own mouth, nose, or eyes (such as 

touching a door knob or shaking hands 

then touching own face). 

There is currently no good evidence that 

people who do not have symptoms are 

infectious to others. 

Preventing spread of infection 

There is currently no vaccine to prevent 

COVID-19. The best way to prevent infection 

is to avoid being exposed to the virus. 

There are general principles anyone can 

follow to help prevent the spread of 

respiratory viruses, including: 

 washing your hands often - with soap 

and water, or use alcohol sanitiser if 

handwashing facilities are not 

available. This is particularly 

important after taking public 

transport 

 covering your cough or sneeze with a 

tissue, then throwing the tissue in a 

bin. See Catch it, Bin it, Kill it 

 people who feel unwell should stay 

at home and should not attend work 

or any education or childcare setting 

Pupils, students, staff and visitors should 

wash their hands: 

 before leaving home 

 on arrival at school 

 after using the toilet 

 after breaks and sporting activities 

 before food preparation 

 before eating any food, including 

snacks 

 before leaving school 

 use an alcohol-based hand sanitiser 

that contains at least 60% alcohol if 

soap and water are not available 

 avoid touching your eyes, nose, and 

mouth with unwashed hands 

 avoid close contact with people who 

are unwell 

 clean and disinfect frequently 

touched objects and surfaces 

If you are worried about your symptoms or 

those of a child or colleague, please call NHS 

111. Do not go directly to your GP or other 

healthcare environment. 

Face masks for the general public, pupils or 

students, or staff are not recommended to 

protect from infection, as there is no 

evidence of benefit from their use outside 

healthcare environments. 

People who have returned from Category 1 

specified countries/areas in the last 14 days 

should self-isolate. This includes avoiding 

attending an education setting or work until 

14 days after they return. 

People who have returned from Category 2 

specified countries/areas in the last 14 days, 

are advised to stay at home if they develop 

symptoms. All other pupils or students and 

staff should continue to attend school or 

university, including their siblings attending 

the same or a different school (unless advised 

not to by public health officials). 


