
ST JOHN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL YEAR 6 SPRING TERM FORECAST 2020 

 

 

We have been delighted with the children’s focus and progress during the Autumn term. 

We hope they will maintain their efforts as we build further on the work from last term, 

deepening their learning alongside their focus and attitude as we move through the last 

year together. Below is information regarding the Spring term. 

 

ENGLISH 

This term we will be producing writing that covers a variety of fiction and non-fiction 

genres. We will be learning about and writing short announcements / speeches; 

additional scenes for stories using dialogue to move the action on; writing short stories 

for children; adverts and information texts. The children will be focusing closely on 

producing neat handwriting, varying punctuation within their writing (using brackets, 

dashes, semi colons) and writing detailed sentences with ambitious vocabulary and 

connectives. The children also have individual writing targets which they are working on.  

 

In grammar, the focus will be on understanding the differences between formal and 

informal language; use of passive in narratives; the difference between active and 

passive; exploring cohesion between paragraphs; revising subject – object – verb; 

adverbial links; the subjunctive form and revising term ‘synonym’. 

 

Spelling focus will be on: revising unknown spellings from previous terms; adding -fer to 

words; rules for i before e except after c; word families; Y5/6 statutory challenge 

words; adding -cial and -tial to words; words with a soft c spelt ‘ce’. 

 

It is crucial that the children read regularly at home: the more they read, the more 

they will develop their vocabulary, which will further develop their writing. If you have 

difficulty in finding books that engage your child, then please come and see us and we 

will suggest some suitable texts. We will be developing our reading comprehension skills 

throughout the term, focusing on a range of question types and skills. We will also be 

tracking more precisely what each child is reading.  

 

Please use the BBC website to develop literacy skills: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/english/ (Excellent reading, writing, spelling 

and grammar activities) 

 

NUMERACY 

In the Spring term, we will be developing our understanding of: decimals, building on 

knowledge of numbers and place value; percentages, including calculating percentages of 

amounts and solving associated puzzles and problems; algebra, using letters to represent 

values in sequences and calculations and beginning to use formulae; measures, converting 

between metric and imperial with problem solving and calculating perimeter, area and 

volume; ratio and proportion, including understanding how ratios relate to fractions and 

using simple ratios to solve puzzles and 2 step problems.  

 

Don’t forget to use these websites at home– they are really useful for practising those 

key areas of learning: 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/maths  
http://www.mathszone.co.uk/   

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/english/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/maths
http://www.mathszone.co.uk/


 

Please also ensure that the children regularly log on to Mathletics. The children’s mental 

maths skills and times table recall will only further improve with practice, giving them 

the confidence needed for the tests in May. If they have lost their login details, please 

make sure you let us know. 

 

 

 

SCIENCE 

During the first half term, we will be continuing our topic on the human body for the 

first couple of weeks, focusing on the function of the heart and its role within the 

circulatory system.  

We will then be moving onto our new topic about light.  We will build on skills and 

knowledge learned from the light and shadows topic in Year 3 and exploring more deeply 

the formation of shadows and also reflections. The children will be planning their own 

investigations and evaluating the accuracy of these, whilst developing crucial scientific 

skills of recording data.  

WIDER CURRICULUM: Hola Mexico (first half) 

This is an exciting topic where the children will be looking at the geography, peoples, 

art, food and music of Mexico. They will be cooking with Mrs Geldart, making a range of 

traditional dishes. They will be looking at Mexican music involving costume and stories. 

Focus on different instruments will include percussion and wind. They will be learning 

songs including singing in Spanish.   

 

WIDER CURRICULUM: Frozen Kingdoms (second half) 

This project teaches children about the characteristics and features of polar 

regions, including the North and South Poles, and includes a detailed exploration of 

the environmental factors that shape and influence them. Our focus in this topic will 

be Geography and it links with many other subject areas including English, Art and 

Science.  
 

RE 

In RE this term, we will be looking at how the Christian message was spread after Jesus’ 

death and how it has survived 2000 years. We will learn more about the life of Paul and 

his role in the early spread of Christianity following the events of Pentecost.  We will 

also consider how messages (Christian and other) are delivered today.  We will then 

move onto the events of the first Easter and how this festival offers hope. 

 

PSHE 

The first half term fits in with our learning in Science, considering how to keep our 

bodies healthy including diet, hygiene and mental health.  

During this term, the children will take part in various lessons helping them to further 

understand the importance of having a growth mindset, whereby challenge and effort 

are accepted as key ingredients to becoming successful learners.   

As part of the Y6 health programme, we will also be running the sex education lessons 

during the second half of spring term and will invite parents along to find out more 

about this before carrying out the sessions with the children.  A date for this meeting 

will be sent out in due course. 



 

ICT 

This term the children will continue to use iPads and chromebooks to carry out research 

related to specific creative curriculum topics.  Ms Fitzpatrick will be teaching ICT 

completing our work on spreadsheets; developing understanding of how spreadsheets can 

be used. She will then move onto a unit about online safety and responsible use of the 

Internet.  

 

PE 

The children will continue to swim on a Thursday afternoon. Games will continue to be on 

a Wednesday afternoon, with Mr Gunn and Mr Newman. The children should have their 

kit in school every day this term should they need it at any time. 

 

HOMEWORK 

We will continue to set regular Mathletics homework related to the topics covered in 

class each week.  It is extremely important that the children continue to revise 

regularly throughout the term either using the revision books purchased in the autumn 

term or using websites and online resources, some of which are listed on this forecast.  

We would encourage the children to particularly work on any areas they find difficult in 

class. 

 

In addition to the homework set by us as outlined above, we will be sending home 

revision books for the children to use this term to help consolidate their learning.  A 

separate letter detailing this will follow. 

 

As last term, times tables will be tested each week. ‘Chance to write’ books will continue 

to encourage children to write for pleasure, by recording the enjoyable activities and 

times they have at home and at school. Please support your child’s written accounts, as it 

inspires them to further improve. We have been impressed with how the children have 

used this opportunity to further develop their writing skills.  

 

Just before the Christmas break, the children completed assessments and we sent home 

a copy of their numeracy tests.  Please help the children to go through these as outlined 

in the accompanying letter.  The reading and grammar tests will be sent out during the 

first half term for the children to look through in the same way. 

 

SATS! 

In May, the children will be required to sit a Spelling and Grammar test; three 

Numeracy papers testing their arithmetic, calculation skills and problem solving/ 

reasoning skills and a reading comprehension test.  The children’s writing will be teacher 

assessed using work carried out throughout the year. This assessment is completed 

later, by the end of June.  

 

We will be conducting further assessments during the first and second half of this 

term, to assess the children’s progress from this term’s work and identify any areas 

that we need to cover and work on before the SATs in May.  

 

It is important that your child completes homework to a high standard and ensures that 

they revise regularly. This will ensure that work carried out in class is consolidated and 

will inevitably benefit them when undertaking their SATs. On this note, the children are 



able to come to any of us in breaks/lunchtimes if they need anything further explaining 

that they are working on at home.  

 

We look forward to celebrating many great achievements with your children throughout 

the term! 

 

Many Thanks, 

Mrs Horne, Miss Barker & Mrs Johnson 

 


