
The real meaning of Christmas 

Song -Hark the Herald Angels Sing: Y3, 4, 5, 6 

Teacher: Now children, who can tell me what the real meaning of Christmas is? 

Child 1: PRESENTS, I love presents! 

Teacher: Presents are lovely, but not the ‘real’ meaning of Christmas… Any other ideas? 

Child 2: All the yummy chocolates and turkey.  

All children: Mmmmmm roast potatoes. 

Teacher: I like them too, but what about the real meaning of Christmas? 

Children look blank and shrug their shoulders. Teacher Sighs. 

Teacher: Okay. Now I want you to listen very carefully and discover why Christmas is so very special to 

Christians all around the world! 

Musical interlude. 

Narrator 1: Good evening and welcome to everyone here 

                     It’s lovely to see you at this time of year! 

                     Now we have a story we’re going to tell, 

                     It’s one that we think that you’ll all know quite well. 

Narrator 2: It starts with the Emperor greedy for more 

                     Tax from the people, so he made a law: 

                     People were sent to the place of their birth 

                     By Emperor Caesar, a Roman of worth. 

Roman  

soldier 1:    Hey all of you guys sitting around 

                   You all should be knelt with your head to the ground 

Roman 

soldier 2:    Praising the Emperor; He’s like a king! 

                   So worship him now with the money you bring. 

Roman  

soldier 1:   Pay taxes to Caeser, you know that you should 

                    Or he’ll make you pay (and you know that he would!) 

Roman 

soldier 2:   We’re sure that you’ll find that the taxes are fair 

                    As Caeser is worthy, pay him, or BEWARE! 

Narrator 3: So people travelled from miles around 

                    Wishing that Caesar had never been crowned. 

                    And two of them feature quite heavily next,  

                   We’ll tell you some more if you’re feeling perplexed… 



Narrator 4: One dark starry night as Mary walked home, 

                   She had a strange feeling that she wasn’t alone. 

                  A strong blast of light knocked her off of her feet, 

                  Loud voices begun speaking, Mary didn’t dare speak. 

Song Gabriel’s Message- Year 5 and Year 6 

Angel 1:   Greetings Mary, we have come here to find you. 

                  We have word from the Lord, we need to run this by you. 

Angel 2:  Don’t be afraid Mary, God has chosen you. 

                 You will be with child and give birth very soon. 

Angel 1:  The baby Jesus will be great, and will be called the son of most high.  

                The Lord God will give him the throne and he will reign for all time. 

Mary:    But how will this be? I’m not sure I know. 

Angel 2: The Holy Spirit will come upon you, it will be so. 

Mary:    I will be the Lord’s servant, may it be as you have said. 

Song- Silent Night Rendition Year 3, 4, 5, 6 

Narrator 5: Then the angels disappeared, back into the sky ahead. 

Narrator 6: A few months later, we return to the scene 

                    Where Mary, and her Joseph, were walking agleam.  

Joseph:    Come Mary, it’s time now for us to go! 

Mary:       No! Hang on there Joseph, we need to remember 

                  To get wrapped up warm, you know it’s December! 

                  And Bethlehem is a very long way 

                 Our journey won’t finish in just one day 

                 Not forgetting the fact that I’m having a baby… 

                 Do you think we could borrow that donkey, maybe? 

Donkey:    

ho me? Eey-ore-right, I’ll carry your load 

                Will you sing me a song while I’m on the road, 

                It’s a very long journey and I’m sure we’ll be fine 

                Sing nice and loud and tap your feet in time! 

Song- The Donkey Song Y4 

Donkey:   That song was so groovy, I feel so upbeat. 

                Let’s continue our journey, who knows who we’ll meet! 

Narrator 1: Moving on through to Bethlehem town, 

                   Where Mary and Joseph need to lie down. 

                  The Journey was long, and the baby was due 

                  So they looked for a room; anywhere would do. 



Joseph knocks on the first inn. 

Joseph: Hello, my name’s Joseph, we’ve come a long way. 

              Do you have a room where we could both stay? 

Innkeeper 1: I’m sorry, I’m sure that you’re feeling uptight, 

                      But haven’t you noticed that we’re busy tonight? 

Mary knocks on the second inn. 

Mary:      Hello, my name’s Mary, we’ve come a long way 

                 Do you have a room where we could both stay? 

Innkeeper 2: You should have come sooner, we’ve got no more space 

                      We’ve visitors staying all over the place! 

Joseph knocks on the third inn. 

Joseph:     Hello, my name’s Joseph, we’ve come a long way. 

                 Do you have a room where we can both stay? 

Innkeeper 3: You’ve got to be joking; how can I say yes? 

                    Our inn’s overflowing with too many guests. 

Inkeeper’s wife: Now don’t you let any more people in dear! 

                            I would have thought it was perfectly clear! 

Song: No more room at the Inn- Year 3, 4, 5, 6 

Mary knocks on the last inn. 

Mary:      Hello, my name’s Mary, we’ve come a long way 

                 Do you have a room where we could both stay? 

Innkeeper 4: I’m sorry, I’d love to invite you both in 

                       But really, I can’t. There’s no room at the inn. 

Joseph:    Please, we are desperate. We’re having a baby! 

Innkeeper 4: Well, could you make do with a stable, maybe? 

                        Just go round the back and at least you can sleep 

                       With the donkey and cows, and a couple of sheep. 

Narrator 2:  So Mary and Joseph did as he said 

                      (The manger would just have to do for a bed) 

                       And when baby Jesus was born to this earth 

                       A stable’s the place that God chose for his birth. 

Narrator 3: So while they had finished walking such a long way, 

                    We’ll think about something else happening that day. 

                    For out on a hillside way up high 

                    Some shepherds were watching their sheep by and by. 



Narrator 4: And as the night fell, they guarded their sheep, 

                     Keeping them safe while they all had a sleep. 

                    When all of a sudden a dazzling light 

                    Burst through the sky in the darkness of night. 

Shepherd 1: Look out! Shield your eyes, what a terrible fright.  

                       I’ve never seen such an amazing sight. 

Shepherd 2: What is it? I’m scared, right out of my mind! 

Shepherd 3: You get in front, and I’ll hide behind! 

Angel Gabriel appears with the angels. 

Shepherd 1: We are but poor shepherds so why are you here? 

                       Your presence has filled us with shock and with fear! 

Shepherd 2: Such radiant wings! Do you come from up above? 

Shepherd 3: The smile on your face must surely mean love. 

Angel Gabriel: Don’t be afraid, I bring news of great joy.  

                           Of the birth of a saviour, a baby boy 

                          

 Angel 1:          You’ll find him in Bethlehem, asleep on the hay. 

                          Surrounded in glory, in a manger he’ll lay. 

Angel 2:          We give a great gift to the world far below 

                         Of beauty and love this small boy does show, 

 

Angel 3:         Please spread the message that the lord God is here, 

                        Let’s celebrate his life, there’s no need to fear. 

Angel 4:         Then the heavens were filled with a beautiful sound 

                        As the shepherds all listened from down on the ground 

Angel 5:        We shall lift up our heads and sing to the sky 

                       Praises of “Glory to God up on high 

Song: There were Shepherds- Year 3, 4, 5, 6 

Narrator 5:    After the angels gave them a shock 

                        The shepherds all gathered around by their flock 

                         And one of them started to wonder aloud 

                        Why he had been chosen, not somebody proud! 

Narrator 6:    So now all the shepherds decided to go 

                       And look for the baby Jesus, and so 

                       They took their best lamb, and then they set off  

                       Why Joseph, that sounds like a terrible cough! 

Joseph:        Yes, sorry. It’s just that I thought I should mention 

                      We’re ready again for a bit of attention! 



                      We’re tucked up in a stall, the baby is here 

                      But who are these lovely people here? 

Shepherd 1: We’re shepherds, we heard about the birth of our Lord 

                      We thought we’d come to show him that he is already adored! 

Narrator 1: Before their very eyes, the Shepherds gathered around 

                    With a lamb as a gift for the King they had found/ 

Shepherds: We couldn’t bring money, in large amounts 

Handing her the lamb. 

Mary:        Oh well, I suppose it’s the thought that counts! 

Narrator 2: Now Kings, are you ready? This is your bit. 

                     Quick, run over here…. It’ll help you get fit! 

Narrator 3: Now, everyone watching. In case it’s not clear 

                     The action is coming back over here! 

                     So, far in the East, some wise men had seen  

                     A star in the sky… 

King 1:        Hey, what does it mean? 

King 2:        It tells the birth of the King of the Jews 

King 3:       Wow, that is amazing; it’s brilliant news! 

Herod:      Why speak you so fondly of this new baby king? 

                   Such joy and great news to us he shall bring, 

                  Well go find that baby, see where he lies, 

                  For I must see this saviour with my own two eyes, 

                  I’ll deliver a gift only fit for a king, 

                  A chance for me to really worship him…. Herod exit. 

Narrator 4: So the kings departed but to Herod’s demise, 

                  The wool had not been pulled over their eyes. 

                   They decided to go a different way, 

                   And not inform Herod of their journey that day. 

Kings:        Let’s follow the star and see where it leads 

Narrator 5: Finally now, our story proceeds! 

                     The Kings used the star to discover the way 

                     And found baby Jesus asleep on the hay. 

Song- Baby Jesus Sleeps: Year 3 

Star:           I’ve led the wise men a very long way, 

                   Now over the stable is where I’ll stay. 

                   I’m shining so brightly, my message is clear, 

                   I’m telling the wise men that Jesus is here! 

Song- Agnus Dei: Year 5 



King 1:       We’ve come from the east to worship the king. 

Joseph:       In that case, don’t stand there, you’d better come in! 

King 2:        Thank you. We’re grateful. We’re longing to meet 

                     The King of the Jews, and bow at his feet. 

Mary:           Welcome to all of you, Jesus is here 

King 3:         Bless you, I can’t wait; I’ve got to get near! 

Song- O’ Holy Night- Year 6 

King 1:         I offer you gold that is fit for a king. 

                     (Truthfully, none of us knew what to bring!) 

King 2:      I bring you myrrh (that’s a bit like incense) 

King 3:      And I bring you something called frankincense. 

Narrator 6: Now it seems that our story is nearing the end 

                    But let’s not forget that the story extends 

                    For Jesus is here for us all through the year 

                   So let’s give our Saviour a wonderful cheer! 

Song- The real meaning of Christmas- Year 3, 4, 5, 6 

Teacher: So now children, I hope you understand why we remember this important celebration! 

Child 1:   The birth of baby Jesus is definitely more important than a new Nintendo Switch. 

Child 2:   And I suppose, God’s gift to our world was more than just Christmas pudding! 

Child 3:  I love this story!! Can I hear it again? 

Song- Mary’s boy child: Year 3, 4, 5, 6 

Song- O’Come all ye faithful 

 

 

             

       


