
Newsletter: September 2019 

Dear Parents 

Welcome back to school. I hope that you all 

enjoyed a good summer break. The children 

have all returned in fine form and our first 

couple of days back at school have been most 

enjoyable. A warm welcome also to Miss Finn, 

our new Y5 teacher. 

I am sorry to inform you that Fr. Paul is on sick 

leave currently and he will not be on duty for 

much of this term. I know that you will join 

me in wishing him well and a speedy recovery. 

Please note that the church assembly planned 

for this week is therefore cancelled. 

We held our first ‘Brilliant Book’ assembly of 

the school year on our first day back! Classes 

spent a part of the day considering their 

collective focus for the first few weeks of the 

autumn term. This was shared with the whole 

school as follows: 

 Y1 – ‘to work on their please and thank 

you’s’ 

 Y2 – ‘to always try their best at everything 

that they are asked to do’ 

 Y3 – ‘to believe to achieve!’ 

 Y4 – ‘to develop and maintain positive 

attitudes towards  learning and to always 

do their best’ 

 Y5 – ‘teamwork makes the dream work!’ 

 Y6 – ‘to develop independence and sense 

of responsibility’ 

Although an almost impossible task, when 

every child was behaving well and working so 

hard on the first day of term, the 

achievements of one child from each class 

were also celebrated during our assembly. 

Congratulations to: 

 Xishi in Y1 for rising to the challenges of 

the first day back at school despite the 

fact that she was missing her family after 

a long summer holiday together! 

 Flora in Y2 for a brilliant attitude, for 

writing a lovely diary entry and for 

participating so enthusiastically in class. 

 Anabelle in Y3 for applying herself to all 

her learning and working independently 

throughout the day. 

 Tom in Y4 for pushing himself beyond his 

comfort zone by being an active 

participant in all learning despite being 

rather nervous about being in a new class. 

 Matas in Y5 for working hard, being 

cheerful and friendly to everyone and 

always making right decisions. 

 Maggie in Y6 for behaving beautifully, for 

having the confidence to attempt to 

answer tricky questions and always being 

a good role model to others. 

Remember to check the school website for a 

weekly record of children’s achievements as 

announced and celebrated in our Friday 

‘Brilliant Book’ assembly. 

        

Improvements were made to school facilities 

over the summer recess. It was great to see 

the children’s excitement yesterday when for 

the first time they saw our wonderful new 



activity trail. They have enjoyed using the new 

equipment and the refurbishment has also 

breathed new life into the ‘old trail’ too. 

There are plenty more pictures on the last 

page of the newsletter. Thank you for 

supporting the work of the PTFA. Without 

your support we could not possibly have 

afforded this rather expensive but valuable 

project. Watch this space for more exciting 

ideas and initiatives to make our school a 

wonderful place for the children. 

 

In addition we have now also installed 

fantastic lockers for pupils to use and enjoy 

from Y4 to Y6. The junior cloakrooms and 

corridors have always been the untidiest and 

most unsightly part of the school with too 

little space for too many children! Not any 

more as the refurbishment of this space has 

transformed the area into something ‘rather 

wonderful!’ Please continue to use the draw 

string bags for PE kit and swimwear. Using 

these small bags there will still be room for a 

school issue rucksack (available from Braggs, 

Finchley, and a winter coat. 

 

And we mustn’t overlook the new girl’s toilet 

block and washroom in the infant 

department. Brand new, clean and fresh, the 

children now all have the washrooms they 

deserve. 

Labels: a plea from the teachers and Mrs. 

Spiteri, who so often spends too much of her 

time trying to find lost property for you! 

Please, please, please label EVERY item of 

your child’s clothing so that misplaced items 

can be immediately returned to their rightful 

owners. Please see Mrs. Spiteri for 

information about stick in labels or at the very 

least mark the items yourself with an indelible 

pen. All unclaimed and unmarked lost clothing 

will be disposed of at the end of every half-

term. 

This school year we have rearranged our 

timetable which means that games and 

swimming lessons may take place at a 

different time of the week to last year. You 

will soon receive a class forecast for the 

autumn term from your child’s class teacher 

but in the meantime please note the following 

arrangements: 

Swimming starting next week: 

 Nursery fortnightly swim: Monday, noon 

and Wednesday 11.30 am 

 YR swim: Wednesday am 

 Y1 swim: Monday am 

 Y2 swim: Thursday am 

 Y3 swim: Monday pm 

 Y4 swim: Friday am 

 Y5 swim: Friday pm 

 Y6 swim: Thursday pm 

Junior Games starting next week: 

 Y3: Wednesday pm, weekly 

 Y4: Friday pm, fortnightly 

 Y5: Friday pm, fortnightly 

 Y6: Wednesday pm, weekly 



Irrespective of the above timetable and  

timetables you receive from your child’s class 

teacher within the class forecast, school PE kit 

should be at school EACH day of the week 

(brought in Monday and taken home Friday). 

This will ensure that no child forgets their kit 

for a games or PE lesson (every week children 

miss lessons because their kit is not in school) 

and all children can participate in occasional 

impromptu lessons which require kit. Please 

help us by adhering to these requirements. 

Thank you for helping us to achieve excellent 

attendance figures last year. A reminder that 

family holidays, including long weekends, are 

classified as unauthorised absences, picked up 

by the local authority Education Welfare 

Team. Please continue to ensure good 

attendance for your child. Please also make 

sure that your child arrives at school by 8.50 

am. Some children arrive late almost every 

day. It is usually the same children. A late 

arrival hampers a prompt and effective start 

to the school day. A lengthy registration 

means a delayed start to a lesson. Children 

arriving late once a lesson has begun can 

struggle to engage with the learning objective 

of that lesson. If you regularly arrive five to 

ten minutes late, please adjust your morning 

timetable to ensure that your child arrives in 

time to join the line at 8.50 am when the 

school bell rings. This will benefit your child 

and others in their class too. Thank you so 

much for your support with this. 

Lastly, enormous thanks to Mr. and Mrs. 

Lynch for purchasing a lovely new football kit 

for the girls’ football team. The children can’t 

wait for their first game. If the result was 

based on style, the score line would already 

be St. John’s 1 v 0 ‘The Rest of the League’! 

We are looking to replace the boys’ kit too. If 

you would like to sponsor a kit (we are happy 

for your company logo to appear on the 

shirts), please contact myself, Mr. Newman or 

Mr. Jeffery. Any offers of help gratefully 

received. 

Graham Gunn 

Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

     

 

 

 

 



 


