
Newsletter: July 2019 

Dear Parents 

What a busy end of term we have had with 

class outings, school workshops, swimming 

galas, sport enrichment activities such as 

kayaking, gymnastics and taekwondo, sports 

competitions, end of year parties and 

celebrations, the Y5&Y6 Summer Show and 

church services to name just a few of the 

events and activities in our action packed July 

school diary! 

 

And as you have seen, work on our new 

activity trail is well under way and due for 

completion in time for the children to enjoy at 

the start of term. This project will greatly 

enhance the playtime experience and 

although a very expensive undertaking we 

know the benefits will be immense and make 

the return to school very exciting for the 

children. In addition to new equipment we are 

also installing a fantastic story telling area 

adjacent to the new trail. We know that you 

will love it when you see it! 

 

 

Behind the scenes, the summer holiday is 

actually a very busy time in school. Staff are 

still in school more than you probably realise 

preparing for the new school year and 

premises staff give the entire school a 

complete overhaul so that the building is in 

tiptop condition for a September reopening. 

During the holiday we will complete the 

refurbishment of the infant washrooms 

(phase 1 took place last summer), we will lay 

new flooring in the junior corridors and 

cloakrooms before the installation of lockers 

for year groups 4, 5 and 6 mid-August. If the 

lockers are a great success we will consider a 

further installation in KS1 next year. 

My thanks also to Santander who are sending 

us a team of volunteers for a day to repaint 

our playground train, HMS George and, if time 

permits, the EYFS climbing frame (the extent 

of the work will depend upon the size of the 

team they send). This is part of the Santander 

community outreach programme. As well as 

their time, Santander also offer £250 for 

materials; a very generous donation of time 

and money. 

And next year our plans for developing and 

improving our facilities are equally exciting – 

but that news is for another occasion! 

Please visit the school website for 

information about and pictures of our recent 

swimming galas and our fabulous summer 



show ‘Rock Bottom.’ These can be found 

within the ‘Special School Events’ tab. This 

section of the website is designed to 

showcase some of the exciting special events 

which take place in school during the course 

of a normal year. Alongside a brief description 

of each event is a power point full of pictures 

and additional information. This page and the 

‘Sport Enrichment’ and ‘Wider Curriculum’ 

pages within the ‘Information’ tab at the top 

of every page, provide lots of information 

about our curriculum offer which we hope 

you will find informative and interesting. 

Managing our website is very time consuming 

but worthwhile if we know that you visit it 

regularly. The site is fully loaded with facts 

and figures, photos and news. It is designed  

for members of our school community and 

beyond and contains all the information we 

think you need. 

 

End of key stage assessment data has been 

added recently too. This section, ‘SATs 

Results’ is found within the ‘About Us’ tab and 

provides information about our school 

performance with comparative data for 

schools nationally. My sincere thanks and 

congratulations to staff and pupils for the 

results achieved this year. We believe that 

these results, which are strong year on year, 

lay the foundations for pupils’ future success 

and they are achieved as a consequence of 

hard work, commitment and an imaginative, 

exciting and rewarding curriculum experience. 

Thank you for the support you continue to 

provide for our work as I know that with your 

backing we are able to achieve so much more! 

Our congratulations to Amelie Williams in Y6 

who was this year’s most worthy recipient of 

The George Newman Gift. This award is made 

to a pupil who in their time at St. John’s has 

excelled in behaviour and attitude and 

presented throughout as an excellent role 

model to his or her peers. Well done Amelie. 

Congratulations too, to Elspeth Mettle in Y6 

who was chosen to be the first recipient of 

our new school Sports Award. 

 

 Elspeth loves sport (she is not alone in that) 

and excels in everything she does. But that in 

itself is not enough to be chosen for this 

award; she was chosen for her sporting 

behaviour, win or lose, for her energy and 

enthusiasm and the encouragement she 

always offers  her team-mates. We often 

remind the children ‘that there is no ‘I’ in 

team’ and Elspeth has never forgotten that 

important principle. Well done Elspeth. 

Please note a change to our Term Dates for 

2019-2020. Our October staff training days 

have been rescheduled for Monday 14th and 



Tuesday 15th October. They are no longer 

‘wrapped around’ half-term as originally 

intended. I apologise for this change of dates. 

And congratulations are due to our 

magnificent kitchen staff Leila and Nina who, 

in an unannounced visit by kitchen inspectors, 

received the highest rating recorded in Barnet 

this year! They both do a great job looking 

after our children at lunchtime and I am very 

grateful to them both. 

I wish you all a very enjoyable summer and we 

all look forward to your return for the start of 

the new school year on MONDAY 2ND 

SEPTEMBER. 

Graham Gunn 

Head Teacher 

 


