
Newsletter: May 2019 

Dear Parents 

I hope you and your family enjoyed the Bank 

Holiday weekend and that the children are 

having a good half-term break. A reminder 

that we return to school on Monday 3rd June 

and that on Friday 7th June the school is closed 

for staff training. The next two months are 

always incredibly busy in school so please 

check the school diary on the website 

regularly to ensure that you do not miss 

something important. The calendar will be 

updated very shortly to include all events until 

the end of the term. 

 

Y2 Football Tournament 

We have just renewed our annual 

subscription to Mathletics. This is a wonderful 

online maths programme that is fun to use 

and guaranteed to improve your child’s 

mathematical understanding and progress if 

used regularly every week. We award 

certificates (bronze, silver and gold) to 

children that work hard on Mathletics. We 

issue 50-70 certificates weekly in our ‘Brilliant 

Book’ assembly. On average certificates are 

awarded to approximately 25 children a week 

(some of the 25 children receive several 

certificates in order to gain a silver or gold 

award). In our last Friday assembly the 

majority of the certificates were awarded to 

pupils in Y1 and Y4. Well done to them! Your 

children need your encouragement to use 

Mathletics. Two to three 20 minute sessions 

across the week will enable your child to 

make surprising progress in Maths. It will also 

help them to consolidate their learning. Small 

incremental gains as a result of regular use 

can make a massive difference to attainment 

and progress in the core skills of literacy and 

numeracy. You can enhance your child’s 

performance by encouraging and monitoring 

their use of Mathletics. We really do need 

your support with this as responsibility for 

learning does not rest with the school alone.  

Given the value of Mathletics, we have 

extended our subscription to offer your child 

‘Reading Eggs.’ Reading Eggs makes learning 

to read interesting and engaging for children 

by providing them with enjoyable online 

reading games and activities. Hopefully they 

will love the games, songs, golden eggs and 

other rewards which, along with feeling proud 

of their reading, really motivate children to 

keep exploring and learning. The package we 

have purchased caters for all children across 

the primary age range. It will be launched 

across the school next month so look out for 

more information to follow soon. 

Reading Eggs and Mathletics cost the school 

just over £2000 a year. Help us to ensure that 

this money is well spent.  

Please also don’t forget that the governors 

have purchased a parents’ online safety 

training package from the National Education 

Group. This subscription costs £450 for the 

year. Over 10,000 senior leaders, teachers 

and parents nationally used this resource last 

year to improve their understanding of the 

perils children face when using the internet. I 

will resend the login and registration 

information to each of you via email. 

Alternatively, you can follow this link to be 

taken straight to the registration page:  



https://lms.nationalonlinesafety.com/school/

stjohnsn11      

To date, 18 families have signed up and used 

the resources. We do what we can to help 

children be safe on the internet. In talking 

with you we know that you also find it hard to 

keep abreast of developments on the web 

and you often feel uniformed and ill equipped 

to help your children keep safe. We are 

committed to helping you as best as we can 

by offering this easy to use resource. We hope 

that you will find it helpful. Having just spoken 

with NEG I have learned that parental uptake 

in schools which purchase this resource for 

families can be as high as 55%. NEG records 

show that our participation falls well below 

this at around 11%. Hopefully more of you will 

take advantage of this great resource with this 

relaunch. 

 

Y6 visit to the Henry Moore Museum 

IMMPORTANT DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES: Our 

Summer Fete will be held on Saturday 29th 

June from 1-5pm. We look forward to seeing 

you there. As well as having fun with family 

and friends you will be supporting our most 

important PTFA fund raising event of the 

school year. The PTFA work very hard to raise 

funds for the school and without the 

committee and your support for their work 

we would not have such wonderful facilities. 

Only about half a dozen of the one hundred or 

so schools in Barnet have their own pool and 

the drastic refurbishment of our pool in 2005 

at a cost of £180,000 could not have 

happened without the fund raising efforts of 

the PTFA in those days. Similarly and more 

recently, the PTFA contributed a substantial 

sum towards the cost of our fabulous MUGA 

(£80,000). Your support for our recent 

sponsored ‘Danceathon’ and anticipated 

support for the summer fete will enable us to 

upgrade our existing children’s activity trail. 

This is a much loved resource which the 

children enjoy using every playtime when 

weather permits. It is however in urgent need 

of repair and replacement. To this end, money 

raised at the school fete will be used to 

support this exciting project. But such a 

wonderful facility for the children to enjoy 

does not come cheap and together we need 

to find almost £35,000 to complete the work. 

A substantial amount of the cost has already 

been found but if you can help further we 

would be incredibly grateful. You can do this 

by 

 Attending our summer fete (bring 

friends and other family members to 

boost attendance and funds) 

 Making a personal donation to the 

school towards this specific project 

 Asking your place of work or your 

company to match fund a stall at the 

fete or pay for or contribute towards 

the cost of a single piece of 

equipment on the activity trail. Many 

schools now draw parent’s attention 

to such opportunities to support 

costly initiatives in schools and indeed 

some of you have in the past made 

incredibly generous donations to our 

school for special projects in similar 

ways 

Whatever help and support you are able 

to offer, however small or large, we are 

always very grateful to you. This request is 

made on behalf of the PTFA committee. 

https://lms.nationalonlinesafety.com/school/stjohnsn11
https://lms.nationalonlinesafety.com/school/stjohnsn11


I will send you a computer generated 

image of the proposed installation which 

incorporates some of the existing activity 

trail as well as new equipment. Please see 

this attachment in an email to be sent to 

each of you shortly. I think when you see 

it, you will be as excited as we are at the 

prospect of offering the children 

something so special for them to enjoy 

every playtime. This facility will be 

available throughout the year; currently it 

is often out of use in the winter months 

when the field is wet and muddy. 

Kind regards 

Graham Gunn 

Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

 

 

 


