
Newsletter: December 2018 

Dear Parents 

The end of term at this time of the year is, as 

you can imagine, always very busy. And we 

wouldn’t wish it otherwise! Christmas in a 

primary school starts in November (at the 

latest) as pupils and staff across the school 

plan and then begin rehearsals for nativities 

and carol services. As I write, the hard work is 

almost behind us with one infant and two 

successful nursery nativities completed, an 

appearance at the Age UK Barnet Carol 

Concert and only the Junior Carol Service to 

go! Thank you for supporting these events. I 

have never seen the school hall more 

crowded than at the infant nativity last week 

or parents look more thrilled than those 

present at our nursery nativity!  

 

Please visit the school website (Newsflash 

section on the home page) to listen to a few 

of the carols from our junior carol service (one 

has been uploaded and others will follow 

before the end of the term). 

And there is still the junior carol service to 

look forward to (do join us tonight, Tuesday 

18th December at 7 pm) for what promises to 

be a musical treat. 

Our Christmas lunch takes place this 

Thursday. Children are encouraged to wear a 

festive jumper or top to add to the 

merriment! 

An advance reminder that the next staff 

training day is scheduled for Monday 25th 

February, 2019. The final training day of the 

year is on Friday 7th June 2019. 

 

Staffing update: A reminder to Reception and 

Y1 parents that from January 2019 the 

Reception Class will be taught full-time by 

Miss Kara Napier when Mrs. Gemma Woolley 

commences maternity leave. Y1 will be taught 

by Mrs. Naomi Falana who moves up from 

Reception on Mondays and Tuesdays and by 

Mrs. Isabel De Villiers on Wednesdays, 

Thursdays and Fridays.  

 

We are sorry to say farewell to Miss Hannah 

Whittam at the end of the term. Hannah 

attended St. John’s as a pupil and has worked 

in the nursery as a teaching assistant and 

mealtime supervisor.  Hannah is taking on a 

new role in another Barnet school and I know 

that you will join me in wishing her success in 

her new post.  



Mrs. Elena Ttofis is currently on sick leave and 

this will extend into the New Year. Y3 are 

covered at present by our part-time teacher 

Mrs. Judy Harris. Details of cover in January 

will be announced shortly. 

 

 A reminder that our junior games afternoons 

recommence on Tuesday 8th January. Sessions 

are for Y5 and Y6 for spring 1 and Y3 and Y4 

for spring 2. Our games focus for next term 

will be dance and netball. P.E. kit must be in 

school every day of the week and this applies 

to all children from Y1 to Y6. Children are 

unable to take part in lessons without the 

correct kit. Please ensure that your child has a 

warm school issue jogging top and bottoms as 

some lessons will take place outside. 

 

Danceathon: forward notice that we are 

planning a school ‘danceathon’ in March to 

raise funds for our exciting plans to improve 

the adventure activity trail. More news about 

this to follow next term. 

 

Congratulations to our Jaguar Challenge – 

Maths in Motion team (Keerah, Emma, Erlis 

and Yitong) who entered the Christmas 

Special race. It will come as little surprise that, 

as 2018 World Junior Champions, they won 

this national competition too (and the 

competition included many secondary school 

teams)!  And the good news doesn’t end 

there – congratulations to Yitong who entered 

a world-wide individual race and came 16th in 

a race with 70,000 entries by youngsters of 10 

to 14 years old! Wow! 

 

Please remember that the autumn term 

draws to a close this Friday the 21st of 

December with school closing at the earlier 

time of 2 pm. 

On behalf of staff and governors I wish you all 

a very happy Christmas and look forward to 

seeing you back at school on Monday 7th 

January 2019 (please note that the nursery 

reopens on Tuesday 8th January). 


