
Newsletter: November 2018 

Dear Parents 

We look forward to you joining us at our 

Advent Fair tomorrow (Saturday 1st 

December, 12 noon – 4 pm). This is one of our 

biggest fund raising activities of the year and 

all proceeds will be invested to improve your 

children’s school experience. Members of our 

PTFA work tirelessly to improve school 

resources, facilities and the learning of all 

pupils. Your support for their hard work is 

invaluable and really appreciated. A reminder 

that the PTFA subsidises school outings and 

curriculum workshops through its annual 

donation of £3,500. This enables us to lower 

the amount we request from you each term 

to a £15 donation per child and alleviates 

some pressure on the school budget which is 

used to provide further substantial subsidy for 

such wonderful and mind-broadening 

experiences. 

Additionally, as mentioned in my last 

newsletter, the PTFA offers £2,000 a year to 

further subsidise our unique sport enrichment 

programme. This term Y6 have enjoyed 

kayaking at the Welsh Harp Reservoir and 

plans are in hand to offer something new to 

the children – bowls at Glebeland Indoor 

Bowls Club, Finchley! We are always on the 

lookout for something new and unusual and 

this is something rather different which we 

plan to introduce for Y5 in the spring term! 

We are sure that the class will love it. More 

about this and the rest of our sport 

enrichment programme to follow in due 

course. 

Another project which the PTFA is supporting 

is the refurbishment of our playground 

activity trail. The original trail is in rather poor 

condition in parts and we have some quite 

ambitious plans which are under 

consideration. I am indebted to the Friern 

Barnet Educational Trust which has 

generously donated £5,000 towards this very 

expensive project. This is in addition to the 

£5,000 they donate every year towards our 

creative curriculum activities. Their continuing 

support is marvellous and helps us maintain 

the fantastic activities we offer from year to 

year. 

We will need to add to the pot for this project 

by applying for further financial support from 

charities. We are struggling however to find 

the time to set aside for this and I am 

therefore asking for your help. If you have 

either experience in applying for grants for 

special projects or are willing to assist with 

this even if you have not done it before, I 

would really appreciate a chat with you and 

your help would be really appreciated! 

The PTFA has also pledged to cover the cost of 

our annual subscription to the Barnet School 

Library Service. This is a traded service which 

costs £1,500 a year. The books and resources 

we borrow support learning across the 

curriculum throughout the school and help to 

make our recently introduced KS2 classroom 

libraries exciting and attractive to the 

children. 

 

‘Growth Mindset’ workshops 28.11.2018 

‘What is growth mindset?’ In growth mindset, 

people believe that their most basic abilities 

can be developed through dedication and hard 

work—brains and talent are just the starting 



point. This view creates a love of learning and 

a resilience that is essential for great 

accomplishment. Virtually all great people 

have had these qualities.’ This a current focus 

within school and one which we will continue 

to promote over time. More information 

about this will follow in due course.  

Y5 visit to The Imperial War Museum 

Duxford 

In the past few months, thanks to all the 

support we receive, the children have 

benefited from lots of lovely activities in and 

out of the classroom. Here are some of the 

outings which have taken place: Y6 Kayaking 

sessions, learning how to make pizzas at Pizza 

Express, Whetstone (Y3), trip to the 

synagogue (Y1) and a Buddhist Temple (Y5), 

Young Shakespeare theatre workshops and 

theatre visits to see ‘A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream’ (all KS2 classes), a trip to the 

Gunpowder Mills (Y6), Hampton Court (Y2), 

Duxford Aircraft Museum (Y4 and Y5). Y5 will 

soon be going to visit The Golden Hind, Y1 to 

the RAF Museum, Hendon and Y6 to the 

Christmas Experience at St. James’. As well as 

trips, the children have enjoyed some 

marvellous workshops and assemblies run by 

experts in their field. These have recently 

included: WW1 Story Telling workshops, Anti-

Bullying workshops (KS2) and most recently 

this Wednesday 28th November a ‘Growth 

Mindset’ assembly and junior workshops with 

BMX Stunt Cycling! Life in school is nothing if 

not varied, challenging and exciting!  

NONE OF THIS WOULD BE POSSIBLE WITHOUT 

YOUR SUPPORT AND THE HELP WE RECEIVE 

FROM THE PTFA AND THE FRIERN BARNET 

EDUCATIONAL TRUST. Thank you. 

Friern Barnet Secondary School is our most 

local secondary school and a school which we 

am proud to call a neighbour. They produce 

marvellous shows and I am pleased to provide 

information about their next production, ‘Toy 

Story’ A Dance Show on Thursday 6th 

December at 7pm. If you might be interested 

in joining their KS3 performing arts 

programme (EAP) or just want a fun night out 

for you and your children, tickets are £3 and 

can be reserved by email via 

eap@friern.barnet.sch.uk. 

 

Age UK Barnet is organising a Christmas Carol 

Concert at St. John’s Church and the school 

has been invited to sing on the evening of the 

17th December at 7.15 pm. The concert seeks 

to raise awareness and funds for the work of 

Age UK in tackling loneliness and isolation 

among the borough’s older people. I realise 

that this is a very busy time of the year but 

nevertheless ask that you will allow your child 

to attend in support of this very worthy cause. 

The Junior Carol Service takes place the 

following evening, but PLEASE allow your child 

to participate. This is a plea to KS2 parents. 

We will sing at the very beginning of the 

service so we will only need the children for 

15 minutes!  

mailto:eap@friern.barnet.sch.uk


School Snacks: Thank you for supporting our 

request to not provide snacks for your 

children (other than fruit, water or juice) in 

the playground or at a club at the end of the 

school day, due to the risk this can present to 

children who could experience a severe 

allergic reaction to some food which they may 

inadvertently come into contact with. We still 

notice that there is not 100% compliance with 

this yet. Please note this polite reminder to all 

parents and carers! 

Congratulations to Avalon Dalhouse whose 

Mayor’s Christmas Card Design Competition 

entry was chosen by the Mayor of Barnet,  

Councillor Reuben Thompstone. Well done 

and congratulations Avalon! 

 

Y6 Growth Mindset workshop 

Graham Gunn 

Head Teacher 

29.11.2018 

 


