
Newsletter June 2018 

Dear Parents 

What a busy and exciting time of the year it is. 

The weather is fantastic and set to last a little 

longer; the English football team is still in the 

World Cup and there’s so much happening at 

school….. and it’s all good!  

 

Jaguar Challenge: congratulations to our 

Jaguar Challenge team, 2018 Junior World 

Champions! This competition ‘Maths in 

Motion’ is sponsored by Land Rover Jaguar 

and runs worldwide with schools as far as 

China and Australia taking part. The 

competition is for students from 10 years to 

16 and all age groups who reach the final 

compete against each other. Overall a 

102,000 students use Maths in Motion every 

year and a staggering 3,000 schools enter the 

competition from all nations. Our Y5 team, 

the youngest entrants, came 4th in the final 

behind three secondary schools and 

academies, making them the top performing 

junior school in the competition/world. This is 

no mean feat. We have now reached the 

world finals for five years out of six and we 

are naturally very proud of the children’s 

achievements. With activities like this and the 

hard work of teachers and expert input in Y5 

and Y6 from our resident maths expert, Mr. 

Brooker, it is not uncommon for our most able 

mathematicians to be working on maths of a 

Y8 and sometimes Y9 standard. Huge thanks 

to Billy Davison who runs Jaguar Challenge 

with Y5 throughout the school year. His 

enthusiasm and the expertise he has acquired 

over the years in this activity has made this 

result possible. Together, the children and 

Billy make a great team! 

 

 

Trophy Presentation by Maths in Motion 

organisers, Brian and Wendy Richardson 

Junior Athletics – Copthall: Congratulations to 

our school athletics team too. Every year we 

take a squad of approximately 45 competitors 

from Y3 through to Y6 to compete in the 

borough athletics finals at Allianz Park. It’s a 

wonderful occasion providing children with 

the opportunity to compete on a proper 

running track against pupils from other Barnet 

schools across a wide range of track and field 

events. We all had a great day out. We came 

first in the morning field events and missed 

out on first place for track and field by a single 

point! Well done to every member of our 

team for their effort, determination, 



achievements and marvellous sporting 

attitude. 

 

 

St. John’s at 50! We really look forward to you 

joining us next Friday 6th July to celebrate 50 

YEARS OF ST. JOHN’S at the current site. This 

big event combines our annual summer fete 

with a celebration of the life of the school 

during this time. Festivities begin at 1.30 pm 

with the opportunity for pupils, parents and 

staff from the past to go on a tour of the 

school to see how things have changed from 

their time at the school. This will be followed 

by an open air assembly on the MUGA at 2.30 

pm and the burying of a time capsule.  Of 

course we hope you will be there too for this 

special occasion (you may sit outside the 

MUGA or join the children and staff on the 

MUGA if you are wearing suitable footwear 

(flip flops, trainers, flat soles, etc.). 

From 3.30 pm the festivities continue with 

cream teas, fete stalls, food, drink and 

entertainment. The event continues 

throughout the evening with live music to its 

conclusion at 9.30 pm 

As well as this being an occasion for members 

of our school community, past and present, to 

meet up, this is also a major fund raising 

activity which we look forward to you 

supporting. All profit is reinvested in the 

school and for the sole benefit of the children. 

Sports Day: we are holding our annual sports 

day next Tuesday 3rd June. With the weather 

being so hot we have transferred the infant 

sports to Tuesday morning, commencing as 

close to 9 am as possible. This event will take 

place on the MUGA and of course you are 

invited to attend too. Please ensure that all 

children (KS1 and KS2) have school issue sun-

caps, water bottles and sunscreen applied 

before they leave home. 

All pupils, infant and junior, can attend school 

in PE kit (please remember that juniors are 

invited to wear a t-shirt in their house colour. 

Junior sports day will take place at Bethune 

Park, commencing as close to 1 pm as 

possible. We look forward to you joining us 

then too if you can. 

Y5 and Y6 Summer Production: a reminder 

that our annual summer show takes place on 

Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 18th July. 

Performances begin at 7 pm and will last until 

approximately 8.30 pm (timings will be 

‘firmed up’ closer to the date and further to 

dress rehearsals). 

Please note that it is essential that every 

child attends. Rehearsals take up much of our 

time at this stage of the year and in-order that 

the children’s effort and commitment is 

rewarded, we would appreciate it if parents 

cancel any other engagements and 

commitments that children have on those two 

evenings. 



Leavers’ Service: A reminder that our Y6 

Leavers’ Service takes place at church on 

Sunday 15th July at 10 am. 

Pupils are required to attend in school 

uniform and once again, it is important that 

every child attends. Every year we are missing 

a pupil or two and this is both a great pity and 

avoidable. We hope that parents will join us 

too for what is a very special occasion marking 

their time at St. John’s and transition to the 

next stage of their schooling. 

School Reports will be issued on Monday 16th 

July and staffing arrangements for September 

will follow in a July newsletter. 

On a sad note, I must announce that Nursery 

Teacher Kara Napier leaves us shortly. Her 

working visa expires soon and her last 

working day will therefore be Friday 6th July. 

We are so sorry to see her leave. Kara has 

made a wonderful contribution since she has 

been with us and the children have flourished 

in her care. Professional, calm and kind she 

has proven herself to be a teacher of the 

highest calibre. We very much hope that she 

is able to return to work in the UK at some 

point in the future I know you join me in 

wishing her well for the future. Her duties will 

be covered by school staff for the last two 

weeks of the term. 

Mr. Staite has had to reduce his swimming 

teaching duties recently due to medical 

reasons. Andy will still work with us from time 

to time and I am pleased to say he has not 

therefore severed his links with the school. 

His swimming lessons are currently covered 

by Naama Abecassis. We welcome her to the 

school and appreciate the hard work she puts 

into lessons and the progress the children 

continue to make. 

Term ends on Friday 20th July at 2 pm. 

Graham Gunn 

Head Teacher 

29.06.2018 

 


