
Newsletter May (1) 2018 

Dear Parents 

Summer Fair and our school 50th Anniversary 

Celebration: The summer term is always the 

busiest time of the year in school and this 

year is certainly no exception.  Our summer 

fair was scheduled for Saturday 23rd June and 

the 50th Anniversary for Friday 6th July. After 

careful consideration we have decided to 

merge the two events. The anniversary 

celebration will take place on the 6th July with 

events throughout the day for the children 

and an invitation for you to join us at the end 

of the school day and into the evening for 

music, food and some activities that you 

would normally enjoy at the fete. Please put 

this date in your diary and join us for a family 

event with a difference. The PTFA and 

organising committee will contact you shortly 

with further information about this special 

day. If you know people with a past 

connection with the school, please advertise 

this event and let them know that we would 

love to see them too! 

The Big Pedal 2018: Thank you for supporting 

our participation in the Big Pedal. This year a 

record number of children cycled or came to 

school by scooter. This colossal effort resulted 

in a great result for the school (the event is a 

national event that receives great publicity 

and the support of thousands of schools). You 

really engaged with this event during the two 

weeks it ran and as a consequence St. John’s 

was ranked 1st in the Borough of Barnet, 2nd in 

London and 27th nationally. What a brilliant 

outcome; what a brilliant way to get fit and 

what a brilliant way to reduce congestion and 

pollution on our roads. Well done everyone!  

Jaguar Challenge: Congratulations to our 

Jaguar Challenge Team from Y5 who have, for 

the sixth year out of seven, reached the 

international final of Jaguar Challenge. This is 

a remarkable achievement given that over 

3,000 schools enter this competition every 

year from all around the world. Our fantastic 

team of Y5 mathematicians reached the 

regional finals on Friday; this great feat placed 

them in the top 300 schools in the world. They 

finished third on the podium and are through 

to the final to be held at the British National 

Heritage Museum in Warwickshire next 

month where the last 30 teams will gather for 

the grand world final. As you can appreciate, 

getting to the final is no mean feat in itself but 

to be there for six years out of seven is really 

quite remarkable! Congratulations to the 

children and thanks to Billy Davison for the 

wonderful work he undertakes with them. 

Jaguar Challenge is a virtual formula one 

racing event whereby the children design and 

then race their cars on a virtual race track. All 

very exciting with loads of practical maths 

involved! 

 

Y4 Rugby Tournament at Saracens, Allianz 

Park 

Parking: Thank you for helping to make our 

school safer by abiding by our road safety 

expectations outside of the school. Our ‘little 

people traffic cones’ have certainly helped 

remind everyone about parking and dropping 

off safely and it is now rare to see cars parked 

on either the zig zag or yellow lines outside 

the school. Please help us to eliminate that 

completely (we’re not there just yet); no 

matter how much of a hurry you might be in, 



parking on the bend, over resident driveways 

or on the zig zag lines can have unintended 

and potentially disastrous consequences. Your 

support with this is therefore vital and 

expected. Thank you for your commitment to 

make our school a safe school. 

Holiday Club: we hope to run our third 

holiday club of the school year during the 

summer half term holiday and on our final 

staff training day of the year on Friday 8th 

June. This provision was made in response to 

what we believed was a demand from parents 

for child care during school holidays and on 

staff training days. This time we have linked 

up with well -known sport and holiday camp 

providers Non-Stop Action. The booking 

period ran for two weeks until today, Friday 

11th May. At the moment the camp is not a 

viable proposition for the school as numbers 

do not yet cover even 50% of our costs. The 

last two camps were run at a substantial loss 

to the school and we cannot incur similar 

losses again. The booking period has been 

extended for another two days until 12 noon 

on Tuesday 15th May. No further bookings will 

be possible after this date. We will make a 

decision to run the camp at that point but 

only if we have sufficient numbers to cover 

the cost of the week. Remember that we can 

offer up to 30 places a day and we are willing 

to enrol children who do not attend the 

school but are friends of yours or close family 

members. Further information and costs can 

be found on the school website within the 

Information tab. 

Y6 School Journey Meeting: this takes place 

next Monday 14th May at 6 pm in the school 

hall. Please make arrangements for your child 

as this meeting is for parents only. 

Y5 Secondary Transfer Meeting: this meeting 

is scheduled for Wednesday 20th June at 6 pm. 

Your attendance is important as the process 

of choosing a school for your child will be 

explained in detail at this meeting. 

 

Y2 Sport Enrichment: Tae Kwondo 

Sports Day: Tuesday 3rd July: our annual 

sports day is scheduled, weather permitting, 

for Tuesday 3rd July from 1 pm in Bethune 

Park. This event is for children from Reception 

to Y6. 

Sport Enrichment: Our sport enrichment has 

begun for Y2 with weekly Tae Kwando lesson. 

it begins next week for Reception class pupils 

with gymnastics at Hendon Leisure Centre and 

starts on the 24th May for Y6 with kayaking 

and bell-boating at the Welsh Harp Reservoir. 

All very challenging and exciting for the 

children. We hope you agree that the 

opportunities they have really are fantastic 

and rewarding. 

 

School Journeys: our Y5 school journey party 

return this evening, Friday 11th May, after a 



wonderful week at Adventure International in 

Bude, Cornwall. This is an outdoor adventure 

centre offering an action packed week of 

activity. Photos have been posted on the 

school website throughout the week; visit the 

Y5 page to find out more and see how much 

fun the children have had.  

Y6 are off to Norfolk in June, staying at the 

Kingswood Centre in West Runton, close to 

Cromer. School journeys are most certainly 

one of the highlights of a child’s time in 

primary school and it is great that so many of 

our pupils attend. 

Graham Gunn 

Head Teacher 

12.05.2018 

 

Y5 School Journey to Bude, Cornwall 

 

 

 

 


