
Newsletter January (1) 2018 

Dear Parents 

We hope you all enjoyed Christmas and wish 

everyone a happy New Year. The term has got 

off to a lovely start and the children have 

returned to school with a positive attitude 

towards their learning. They continue to 

behave fantastically well and I am pleased to 

report that, as always, there is a very happy 

atmosphere throughout the school. A warm 

welcome also to new members of our school 

community, parents and children who join the 

nursery this term. On the subject of 

admissions, please remember that our 

deadline for application to the nursery and 

reception class for the school year 2018-2019 

is Monday 15th January. Governors will meet 

next month to award places, so please ensure 

that this date is adhered to. 

We extend our welcome to new member of 

staff Kate Brooker. Mrs. Brooker will teach Y6 

on Tuesday mornings, working alongside Ms. 

Dobie and Mrs. Horne following Mr. 

Llewellyn’s retirement in December. 

As at the beginning of every new term, staff 

will shortly upload class forecasts to their 

class page on the school website. This will 

take place in the next few days. The forecast 

provides you with an overview of learning for 

the spring term and we hope that this will 

help you to support your child’s learning at 

home.  

Regular snippets of news are added to the 

homepage of the website in the ‘Newsflash’ 

section at the foot of the page. You will not be 

alerted to this so please try to visit the 

website at least once a week to keep abreast 

of news and important announcements which 

are posted there. Current items to be found 

here include information about school church 

assembly, a free ‘Born to Move’ taster class 

this Friday after school for pupils from 

Reception to Y3 and information about trips 

to central London venues which will be 

resumed this term. 

A new page has just been added to the 

website within the ‘Information’ tab. The 

‘Intervention Programmes’ page explains the 

purpose and organisation of our consolidation 

lessons which commence at 8.40 am 

throughout the school week. This is one 

particular form of support and intervention 

which we offer to a wide range of pupils 

across the school. If chosen, you will be 

informed of your child’s participation in this 

programme by a letter from Mrs. Ttofis in 

either the last or first week of each half-term. 

The ‘Clubs’ page of the website is updated 

towards the end of each term to provide you 

with information about clubs for the next 

term. Two new clubs which were introduced 

last term include ‘Dance Club’ run by Premier 

Sport (for pupils from Y3-Y6) and ‘Born to 

Move’ run by Muneera (for pupils from 

Reception to Y3). Our numbers for these clubs 

are quite low (often the case with a new club). 

Both clubs will run this half-term but there is a 

risk that they will be discontinued if numbers 

do not rise. Members of our Dance club will 

work towards a performance at the Arts 

Depot, annual hosts of Barnet’s Schools Dance 

Festival, in March. This is a wonderful evening 

which parents are able to attend. There is a 

free taster session for Born to Move this 

Friday, 3.30-4.30 pm. If you would like your 

child to attend, please request a free voucher 

form the school office. Parents are invited to 

watch on this occasion. 

Social Media: Please note the following 

statement form School Governors: 

Dear Parents 

We live in an age where having a computer 

(be it in the form of a mobile phone, tablet, 

laptop, home PC, games station, TV etc.) is 



essential. Computers are an integral part of 

our work, recreation and communication. 

They provide us with access to a wealth of 

information instantaneously and their 

prevalence in our lives will only increase over 

time. It is paramount, therefore, that we use 

them in a responsible way and ensure our 

children do the same to safeguard their 

wellbeing. 

 

Naturally, a large part of our use of computers 

is for social media. Facebook, WhatsApp, 

Messenger (to name a few) are used by most 

of us on a daily basis. It is a quick and easy 

way to communicate when we are all so busy. 

 

Unfortunately, the school sometimes finds 

itself the subject of active groups set up by 

parents over social media to criticise it. The 

criticism is very often uninformed and by 

association unfairly implicates school staff and 

pupils. The school recognises parents’ right to 

an opinion but would like to invite them to 

discuss any concerns they might have directly 

with the school. Our door is always open.  

The school and its staff strive constantly to 

achieve excellence and a safe and caring 

environment for children to learn and grow. 

These are some of the values which underpin 

our school and its community. We are very 

proud of what we have achieved in 

challenging times for schools generally. 

We therefore ask that parents consider their 

use of social media before posting disparaging 

comments about the school and its staff. The 

school would like to avoid having to take steps 

to protect its reputation against defamatory 

statements so please speak to us instead. We 

are here to listen and welcome your feedback. 

We look forward to enjoying another great 

year with you at St. John’s. 

Many thanks. 

The PTFA will be holding their annual general 

meeting on Thursday 25th January at 7 pm in 

the school hall. This is an opportunity for you 

to learn more about the work of the PTFA and 

their plans for the year ahead. Turn out for 

this meeting is often disappointingly low and 

we would therefore really welcome your 

attendance this year. Whilst we never turn 

down offers of extra help and always 

appreciate new parents joining the 

committee, please don’t not attend simply for 

fear of ending up with a job you don’t want, 

for the more you understand the role of the 

PTFA and the support it offers the school to 

further improve the children’s learning and 

their enjoyment of school, the stronger our 

partnership with you will become. 

School Holiday Clubs: We are now taking 

bookings for the February half-term Holiday 

Club. Please refer to the ‘Holiday and Staff 

Training Days Childcare Provision’ page on the 

website for more information. Places can be 

reserved at the school office. 

As always, the children have a full schedule of 

activity to look forward to and enjoy now and 

in the weeks ahead. Things which have 

already happened or are due to take place in 

the next week or two include: numerous boys 

and girls football and netball matches against 

other local schools, gymnastic lessons for KS2 

pupils with Premier Sport (1st half-term games 

lessons, gym and netball for Y5 and Y6 

respectively; 2nd half-term for Y3 and Y4), 

‘Change4Life’ sports for selected pupils in Y1 

and Y2 at Allianz Park, and creative curriculum 

workshops for Y1 and Y3. Information about 

events and activities can always be found in 

the school calendar and on class pages of the 

school website. 

Graham Gunn 

Head Teacher 


