
December Newsletter 

Dear Parents 

Thank you for attending our Advent Fair. This 

was one of our most successful fundraising 

events in recent years. With your support and 

an incredible amount of hard work from 

members of the PTFA committee and the 

additional help of so many parent volunteers 

on the day (what a difference that makes! 

Thank you), we made a remarkable profit of 

£4,573 after expenses. These are very difficult 

times for school finances with the prospect of 

a deficit budget looming large in the not too 

distant future, so every pound raised by 

parents for the school really does make a 

difference. Without your help we will really 

struggle to maintain our current level of 

provision. Your support is therefore much 

appreciated. 

 

Staff News: Mr. Steve Llewellyn and Mrs. 

Katherine Shearer leave us at the end of 

term. Mr. Llewellyn is to retire. Steve has 

worked at St. John’s as a part-time design 

technology teacher and more recently as a Y6 

class teacher. I am very grateful to him for all 

he has offered the school over the years and 

although we will all miss him greatly I know 

you will join me in wishing him a very happy 

retirement. Mr. Llewellyn’s duties will be 

covered by Mrs. Horne, Ms. Dobie and a new 

member of the staff team, Mrs. Kate Brooker 

(Mr. Nicholas Brooker, our specialist maths 

teacher’s wife). Mrs. Shearer is soon to 

commence maternity leave and following the 

birth of her third child the family will be 

relocating to East London. Katherine began 

her teaching career here as a newly qualified 

teacher. She moved out of the area after 

several years at St. John’s but re-joined us last 

year as a support teacher. I thank her too for 

her commitment to the school and wish her 

and her family well for the future. 

 

I am pleased to tell you that last week Harry 

and Alex from Y6 spent the morning with Mrs. 

Ttofis and Mrs. Spiteri at City Hall where, from 

a final group of four North London schools, we 

were announced the 2017 School of the 

Region in the TFL Stars ‘Getting Young 

London Moving’ Award! The Stars 

programme is Transport for London’s flagship 

travel accreditation scheme for primary and 

secondary schools, encouraging young people 

and schools to adopt safer and more 

sustainable ways of travelling to and from 

school such as cycling, walking and using 

public transport. This was a significant 

achievement for St. John’s given the number 

of schools across the city that participated in 

the scheme. More about this to follow soon in 

a letter from Mrs. Ttofis.  

Please make every effort to secure GP and 

dental appointments out of school hours. 

While we appreciate how difficult it can be to 

get appointments, the number of children 

leaving school during the day has increased 



recently. Thank you for your support and 

understanding. Please note the following 

information included in the school circular last 

week: 

‘Thousands more GP appointments available 

in Barnet. Extra evening and weekend GP 

appointments are now available for patients 

registered with a Barnet GP. The additional 

appointments mean Barnet patients will now 

have access to GP services seven days a week, 

with the extra appointments available from 

6.30pm to 8pm weekdays and 8am to 8pm on 

weekends. To book an evening or weekend GP 

appointment you should speak to your GP 

surgery or call the evening and weekend 

service directly 020 3948 6809 (phone line 

operational at evenings and weekends only).’ 

 

Junior Games commence after Christmas with 

lessons for pupils from Y5 and Y6 on Tuesdays 

until February half-term. Please ensure that 

your child has the correct PE kit (this remains 

a problem as every week children have the 

wrong kit) and that they have school issue 

jogging bottoms and top for when lessons 

take place outside on the MUGA or school 

playground. Thank you. 

       

Premier Group Holiday & Inset Day Club: We 

will be taking bookings after Christmas for the 

February half-term holiday club (Monday 12th 

– Friday 16th February 2018) and Staff Training 

Day (Monday 19th February 2018). The club 

was a huge success in October and the 

feedback from parents and the children who 

attended was very positive indeed. Places will 

be offered on a ‘first come, first serve’ basis 

and limited to a maximum club size of 32 

children per day. Further information about 

this will be posted to the ‘Holiday Club’ page 

on the website during the course of the week. 

 

Please also visit the school website ‘Clubs’ 

page over the school holiday as it will contain 

up to date information about the extra-

curricular clubs on offer in the spring term. 

 

So far we have enjoyed two wonderful sets of 

nativity plays from EYFS and KS1. My thanks 

to all the staff and pupils for their hard work 

and for providing us with such lovely 

entertainment. The Junior Carol Service takes 



place on Tuesday 19th December at St. John’s 

Church. Commencing at 7 pm and lasting for 

approximately an hour, we expect all pupils to 

be in attendance as every child has an 

important contribution to make. And 

naturally, we hope you will be able to join us 

too. 

 

We have spread a little ‘Christmas Cheer’ 

beyond school too; Y5 sang at the Parish 

Centre Christmas lunch, Y2 at the local Asian 

Day Centre  and a group of junior children will 

visit AGE UK East Finchley on the last day of 

term to sing carols from our service. 

We will be holding our last assembly of the 

term in church on Thursday 21st December at 

8.50 am. Once again, you are welcome to join 

us if you can. 

Please remember that the term ends at 2 pm 

on Thursday. On behalf of the staff and 

governors, I wish you all a very happy 

Christmas. We look forward to welcoming you 

back to school on Wednesday 3rd January 

2018. Our first church assembly of the new 

calendar year will take place on Friday 5th 

January at 8.50 am. 

Graham Gunn 

 

 

 


