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October (1) 2017 

Dear Parents 

Holiday and Staff Training Day Childcare 

Clubs: Our first clubs run this month on our 

staff training days (Friday 20th and Monday 

30th October) and throughout half term 

(Monday 23rd – Friday 27th October). These 

clubs are available for children from 

Reception Class through to Y6. Please visit the 

school website for further information (we 

now have a ‘Holiday Club’ page on the school 

website within the ‘Information’ tab). This 

page will be updated regularly to provide 

information about forthcoming clubs. The 

school can only offer this provision subject to 

sufficient support as we cannot afford to run 

the clubs at a financial loss. Although our 

numbers are good considering that this is the 

first time we have made this offer, places are 

still available for each session. Please contact 

the school office to register your interest and 

to reserve a place for your child/ren. 

 

 

 

Fun outdoors! 

& Fun Indoors! 

 

 

Holiday Club Taster Activities: Premier 

Education Group will offer a FREE ‘TASTER’ 

SESSION this Friday 13th October from 3.30 – 

4.30 pm. The session will be run by two 

instructors. Please assemble at the MUGA 

after school for your child to participate. 

Parents will be expected to remain 

throughout the time your child attends but 

you need not stay for the whole hour if you 

have other commitments that afternoon. 

Children will not need to change into PE kit 

but they must wear trainers or plimsolls to 

take part. 

Dance Club: We are offering a new dance club 

after school on Tuesdays. There are currently 

vacancies for this club which will now be 

available to children from Y2 as well (it was 

originally offered to junior pupils only). 

Members of this club will perform at the 

annual  Barnet  Dance Festival held at the Arts 

Depot, North Finchley, in March. Please 

contact the school office to book your place. 



Information about this club and all other after 

school activities can be found on the ‘Extra 

Curricular Clubs’ page of the school website 

(within the ‘Information’ tab). This club will 

begin next week (Tuesday 17th October) for 

new Y2 members. 

 

Y1 outing to Trent Park 

 

 

A big thank you for supporting the PTFA 

Children’s Disco last week. The children had a 

lovely time and the profit from this popular 

event will be used to subsidise our Creative 

Curriculum and Sport Enrichment 

programmes. The money raised by the PTFA 

as a consequence of your support for their 

events has a massive and positive impact 

upon the educational experiences we are able 

to offer. Thank you too for your termly 

donation of £15 towards the trips and 

workshops we offer. Your contributions, 

donations from the PTFA and Friern Barnet 

Education Trust, and funds from the school 

account enable us to provide these 

wonderful, enriching experiences for the 

children.  

The next PTFA event, Quiz Night, is planned 

for Friday 10th November. We hope to see as 

many of you as possible there. 

The Governors Maintenance Fund: Your 

voluntary contribution to this fund enables 

the school to meet its financial obligations to 

the London Diocesan Board for Schools and 

ensures that the school will always receive 

financial support for major improvements and 

repairs to school buildings and grounds (see 

the governors July newsletter on the school 

website for further information). As a 

voluntary aided school we receive no financial 

support from the local authority for such 

purpose. If the roof were to be damaged, the 

boilers need replacing or the general fabric of 

the school improved (all very costly projects), 

the LDBS will support such work for a very 

small contribution from the school (never 

more than 10% of total costs and frequently 

less). Contributions to this fund provide 

‘peace of mind’ for the school; if the flat roof 

needed replacing at a cost of £100,000 we can 

turn to the LDBS to cover the majority of the 

expense (thank goodness, as the school could 

not meet such a high cost and we would be 

bankrupted by the work). 

In addition your voluntary contribution of 

£144 per child per year ALSO provides a 

weekly swimming lesson for your child (this is 



another area of considerable expense for 

which the school receives no LA funding). 

Given the considerable cost of private lessons 

we think this donation of £144 represents 

good value for money. We want to continue 

to provide good facilities for the children and 

we want to ensure that every child leaves our 

school a competent swimmer. In these 

challenging times when school budgets are 

projected to ‘flatline’ into the foreseeable 

future, such provision is in jeopardy without 

your support. Our costs are ever increasing 

and our income falling behind our 

expenditure and despite stringent efforts to 

spend money efficiently and wisely we have 

to find ways of improving our income streams 

so that we can maintain existing provision and 

avoid a deficit budget in the next few years. 

Currently we receive voluntary contributions 

to this fund from about two-thirds of our 

families (approximately one-third of the 

children in our school therefore swim without 

any financial support for the school). We 

realise that times are hard for many families 

as well as for schools and we appreciate that 

for some a commitment of £144 a year might 

be impossible. Of course we would never 

deny any child the opportunity to participate 

fully in school life when voluntary donations 

are not received for whatever reason, but we 

do ask that if you do not currently contribute 

to the maintenance fund you reconsider doing 

so. A voluntary contribution of any amount 

would be appreciated rather than none.  

I am very conscious of the fact that we often 

appeal to you for funds for ‘this and that’ and 

for some of you this might be tiresome and 

perhaps a source of irritation. I apologise if 

this is the case but please appreciate that 

such requests are purely for the benefit of the 

children. We know that you value our 

commitment to providing your children with 

the best primary education possible and for 

that reason I ask for your patience and 

understanding in this matter. 

 

Y3 Sport Enrichment – Archery! 

 

Forms for voluntary contributions to the 

governors’ maintenance fund are available 

from the school office. Thank you to everyone 

for your support. 

Poppies will be on sale after half-term. This 

year we have been sent additional 

merchandise – bracelets, snap rulers, key 

rings, etc; these will be on sale from the 

school office. If purchased, they are for 

enjoyment out of school. We will sell poppies 

daily so please send your children to school 

with a donation if you would like to support 

this charity. 

Please continue to ensure that children turn 

up to school in correct uniform (winter 

uniform after half-term please). A number of 

children still do not have full PE kit; this 



should remain in school throughout the week. 

Please name all items of clothing as the lost 

property bin fills up each week. Lost property 

will be put out for collection at the end of 

each half-term and disposed of thereafter if 

not reclaimed. Please feel free to check the 

bin for your child’s lost items but do report to 

the school office first. 

Please text the school office by 9.30 am to 

report a child’s absence. This is preferable to 

ringing as the lines become engaged at this 

time of the day and it is often difficult to get 

through speedily. 

 

Metropolitan Police visits: Each year we 

welcome the Met. Police Schools Liaison team 

to talk with every class on an age appropriate 

topic. PCSO John Kamara and PC Thomas 

Whelan are well known to all of the children 

and their input is invaluable in helping 

children to get to know the friendly face of 

the law and in helping them to understand 

how to keep safe and be good citizens. We 

are always very pleased to host their visits 

and grateful for their contributions to our 

PSHCE programme.  

 

 

Swimming: Please remember that if children 

are not well enough to swim and take part in 

PE lessons then we do consider them unfit for 

school. Of course there are always exceptions 

to this rule; if your child has a long term 

ailment or injury then this principle naturally 

does not apply. However this morning 6 pupils 

declared themselves too unwell to swim and 

we received no explanation from their 

parents. Swimming is as important as any 

other subject in our school so please support 

this expectation. If you are ever in doubt, 

please contact the school for advice. 

 

Y6 Science  



 

Our children love learning about science and 

their enthusiasm and knowledge always 

impresses us. 

Graham Gunn 

Head Teacher 

10.10.2017 


